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All advertisements are published in good faith. We 
are unable to inspect properties to confirm the 
accuracy of the descriptions and claims. The  
wording and photographic content of all  
advertisements are the responsibility of  
advertisers, and no warranty is given by the  
publisher of Go Holiday as to their accuracy. The 
publisher can accept no responsibility or liability for 
any errors in or omissions from  
advertisements. Details of prices, facilities and 
equipment might be liable to change and should 
be confirmed with the advertiser at the time of 
booking. Readers intending to buy property  
advertised for sale are advised to obtain  
appropriate legal advice before entering into a 
commitment.  

Welcome . . .
TRAVEL news in 2014 has included 
malfunction ‘issues’ at Britain’s passport 
offices, baggage chaos at Heathrow 
and Gatwick, and queue commotion 
caused by yet more (but sadly neces-
sary) security checks at British airports. 

It’s no surprise, then, that the popu-
larity of self-catering holidays in what 
our American cousins like to call our 
homeland are becoming more popu-
lar – a trend boosted this year by what 
was a relatively a good summer weath-
er-wise. 

So in this New Year issue of Go Hol-
iday, our writers report from some of 
Britain’s finest holiday regions, including 
the Lake District, Cornwall, North York-
shire, and Scotland’s west coast. 

For readers who can’t bear to leave 
their dogs in kennels or with friends 
when they take a UK holiday, Aidan 
Goldstraw has advice on finding 
dog-friendly self-catering cottages. 

If you are determined to get some 
guaranteed summer sun in 2015, we 
take a look at some well-established 
favourites such as Majorca, Cyprus, Or-
lando, and the Algarve – and emerging 
hot spots such as Croatia and Sicily.

Whether you’re looking for a last-min-
ute get-away or thinking about a winter 
or summer escape in 2015, you’re sure 
to find it in Go Holiday.

n A BIT of wallet stuffing that many 
people don’t bother to take with them 
on holidays across the Channel is the 
European Health Insurance Card (EHIC). 

This card is not quite what it says on 
the tin. Firstly, it entitles you only to the 

basic medical care available for citizens 
of the state you’re visiting. 

In many cases, that will be a level of 
cost-free care that compares unfa-
vourably with that provided by Britain’s 
National Health Service. 

The EHIC is no substitute for com-
prehensive travel and health insurance, 
since it won’t pay for private medical 
healthcare, or for costs such as moun-
tain rescue in ski resorts, repatriation to 
Britain, or for the cost of replacing lost 
or stolen property. 

Secondly, there are doctors in 
Europe who shrug when shown the 
EHIC, wave it aside and ask for euros. 
Some hospitals in Spain, Portugal, and 
Greece have refused to recognise 
them. This happens, partly, because 
they a) don’t want to wait six months 
to get their payments from their own 
health service bureaucracy or b) prefer 
under-the-counter cash payments. 

Despite all that, it’s worth having, as in 
many cases it will save you money, and 
it’s available free from the Department 
of Health. 

David Kernek
Editor

COVER PHOTOS

Main picture: The ferry arrives,  
bringing more visitors to the Isle of 
Wight. Other pictures (from left): A 
bird’s-eye view of the crystal clear 
Croatia seas; glorious prospects at 
Cap Formentor, Majorca, and the 
stunning scenery that awaits visitors 
to The Lake District.
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You’re going where?

Departures

6

Check before you book!
compiled and written by David Kernek

n MORE European 
holidaymakers are 
fleeing cold winter 
temperatures, preferring 
destinations where 
the sun almost always 
shines, according to a 
study commissioned by 
the International Tour-
ism Bourse in Berlin. 

According to the 
survey, beach holi-
days were much more 
popular than trips to 
snowbound, skiing 
destinations. 

UK and German 
citizens in particular 
yearn to travel to the sun 
in winter. 

Spain was the num-
ber one destination 
for wintertime beach 
holidays, followed by 
Turkey, Egypt, Thailand, 
and Greece.

Anglesey
Where is it?  
At its closest point, 270 yards off the 
North Wales coast, just across the  
Menai Strait from Caernarfon.

Do they speak English? 
Yes, but the first language of 75 percent 
of population is Welsh. The island’s Welsh 
name is Ynys Môn.

How big is it? 
At 276 square miles, it’s the largest 
Welsh island and the fifth largest British 
island. 

How do you get there?  
It’s reachable from the mainland by train 
and car, by air from Cardiff, by rowing 
boat – risking 20ft tidal torrents – from 
Caernarfon, and from Ireland by ferry 
from Dublin. 

What are the big attractions?  
The island’s entire 124-mile coastline has 
been designated an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. See it at its best from 
the South Stack lighthouse (91ft), built 
in 1809 and now running on automatic. 
There are cliffs, coves, bays and 27 sandy 
beaches. It’s great for birdwatchers – 
there are vast guillemot, razorbill and 
kittiwake colonies – there are Neolithic 
and Roman sites, and you can explore 
the Parys Mountain copper mine, which 
has been worked since Bronze Age. Golf, 

walking and messing around in boats are 
big draws.

Has it got any good castles? 
Yes! Beaumaris, says UNESCO, is one 
of the finest examples of late 13th 
century and early 14th century military 
architecture in Europe. It was unfinished 
– Edward I ran out of dosh – but it’s 
eye-wateringly massive. 

Main industries?  
Tourism (two million visitors a year), and 
agriculture.

Was anyone famous born there?  
Yes, Dawn French – famous enough for 
you?

Was she born in the Anglesey village 
that has the longest place name in 
Europe? 
If you mean Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgo-
gerychwyndrobwllantsilioggogoch, I’ve 
no idea. 

What other claims to fame does the 
island have, apart from Dawn French?
Its two bridges. Completed in 1826, the 
Menai Bridge was at that time the plan-
et’s largest suspension bridge. A second 
bridge, the Britannia, was opened in 1850 
as a road and rail link. They’re both rated 
masterpieces of Victorian engineering. 

www.theangleseyedge.co.uk

David Kernek

MOST holidays go without a hitch, 
but there are times when things don’t 
always go according to plan –  
holiday scams, companies going bust 
and accommodation not being as 
described.  According to the National 
Fraud Intelligence Bureau, 1,000 peo-
ple lost a total of £1.5 million in holi-
day scams in 2013.  Fortunately, there 
are ways to ensure a trouble-free 
holiday and protect your cash. 

Villa bookings
Pay by credit card – Under section 

75 of the Consumer Credit Act, the 
credit card company is jointly liable 
for any breach of contract or mis-
representation, such as a company 
going bust or failing to deliver the 
quality of villa promised. 

It applies to transactions over £100 
and less than £30,000. Even if you 
pay only the deposit by credit card, 
you will still be able to make a claim.  

There are a few grey areas, howev-
er. Some purchases bought through 
a third party such as a travel agent 
rather than directly with a villa 
owner or airline might not qualify for 
protection.

Where possible, make credit card 
payments direct to the company 
supplying the goods. Debit card pay-
ments do not enjoy legal protection 
but you can make a claim through 
the chargeback scheme, to which 
participating banks subscribe. 

If you do not get the holiday 
advertised, you might be able to get 
your money back from their bank, 
although there are no guarantees.

Speak to the villa owner: Tele-
phone the villa owner or agent to 
ensure the holiday is legitimate and 
ask lots of questions. Don’t rely only 
on e-mail exchanges. 

Read the terms and conditions: 
Read the deposit policy and terms 
and conditions, and get clarification 
on points about which you’re not 
happy. 

ATOL protection: If you are 
booking with a tour operator or 
travel agency, check that the holiday 
is protected by an ATOL (Air Travel 
Organisers’ Licence) or the Flight 
Plus scheme. This will prevent you 
from losing your money or being 
stranded abroad if the company goes 
bust. To search for a company’s ATOL 
credentials, visit www.caa.co.uk

Book safely online: For tips on 
booking and paying for your holiday 
safely online, visit www.getsafeon-
line.org/protecting-yourself/holi-
day-and-travel-booking/

Hidden costs in care hire
Car hire often looks a bargain until 

you pick up the vehicle and find 
there are a host of hidden extras to 
pay.  

These charges can sometimes 
double the cost of your rental, with 
a full tank of petrol, excess waiver 
insurance, breakdown cover and 
extra drivers the main culprits. There 
are ways to reduce your bill.

A full tank of petrol can whack 
€100 (£80) onto your bill – and if 
you’re told to return the tank empty, 
you could be paying as much as €50 
for petrol you have not used.  This is 
particularly the case on short trips, or 
on holidays where you only use the 
car to pop to the shops in the nearest 
village occasionally. 

Go for a company that allows you 
to return the tank full, so that you 
pay only for the petrol you have used. 

Unfortunately, the companies 
that tend to offer this, such as Avis, 
tend to be more expensive than a 
local dealer, but they can work out 
cheaper in the long run.

Before you book, check the rental 
company’s fuel policy. It’s usually 
buried in the terms and conditions. 

If you are using a broker, call to ask 
which company you will be renting 
from, and check their fuel policy.

Buying waiver insurance at the car 
rental desk is expensive. However, 
without it, you will have to pay what 
is often a high insurance excess 
should your rental car be damaged 
or stolen.

It is far cheaper to buy a policy 
before you leave the UK, although 
if you do this and are involved in an 
accident, you will have to pay the 
excess for any damage up front and 
then claim it back. 

Don’t assume that breakdown cov-
er is automatically included. Check 
before you book. 

Adding a second driver can also 
be costly. Hertz, for example, quotes 
€5.90 (£5) a day for rental in Malta, 
adding £70 to a 14-night holiday. 

Search for a company such as 
Economy Car Hire (www.econo-
mycarhire.com) which includes an 
additional driver and excess cover in 
its prices.

A solitary boat moored near Beaumarisn LONDON film pro-
ducer and art dealer  
Anthony Stancomb and 
his wife Ivana didn’t 
have an easy time of it 
when they exchanged 
the grey clouds of En-
gland for the bright skies 
of Vis, an apparently 
idyllic island in Croatia. 

Their efforts in mak-
ing friends were reject-
ed, and the authorities 
blocked their projects. 

Their breakthrough 
came when Antho-
ny began to tell the 
islanders about cricket. 

He explained the game 
– no mean achievement 
– and over time, had 
enough enthusiasts to 
form a Croatian XI.

His memoir – Under A 
Croatian Sun – is a tale 
of cricket, being a Brit 
abroad, and daily life on 
an island in the sun. 

If you enjoyed A Year 
In Provence and Driving 
Over Lemons, this could 
be your ideal beach 
read.

 � John Blake Publishing, 
£7.99

Planning a villa holiday? 
Looking for car hire deals? 
Kathryn Liston’s tips could 
save you money

n WITH London hotel rates among the high-
est in Europe – the average room rate is £116 
per night, and you don’t get much room for 
that – England’s capital might seem off-limits 
for even a short autumn or winter break. 

But self-catering holidays aren’t confined 
to coast and country; they can be had in 
London, too.

They can be less expensive than hotels 
when booked by families, and they offer the 
flexibility and freedom combined with some 
of the extras – such as daily cleaning, bed 

linen changes, toiletries – that hotels provide.
Presidential Serviced Apartments in London 

have spacious rooms and suites in London. Its 
Edwardian Earl’s Court block off the Cromwell 
Road is close to the exhibition centre and a 
short bus ride from the heart of the West End, 
while its Marylebone building is a few min-
utes from Oxford Street and Marble Arch.

The luxury rooms and suites have kitchens, 
air conditioning, orthopedic beds, free wi-fi 
and flat-screen TVs. More details available at 
www.presidentialapartmentslondon.com

UK-BASED One Off Places specialises in unusual 
holiday cottages and villas around the world, but 
one of its latest properties is close to home. Alpine 
Apartments are in the restored 1860s former 
railway station at Betws-y-Coed, Snowdonia.

Tabitha Symonds, founder and director of 
oneoffplaces.co.uk, says: “If you want to explore 
the Welsh wilderness from the comfort of a cosy 
and luxurious bolt-hole, look no further. These 
three, artist-designed apartments offer a unique 
and stylish self-catering experience in a stunning 
part of the world.”

There is a one bedroom apartment, and two 
each with three bedrooms allowing groups of up 
to six people a base from which to explore the 
high peaks of Snowdonia.  Weekly rates range 
from £450 to £600 (1-bed apartment), and £900 to 
£1,200 (3-bed).

Perfect platform 
for a nice break

Catching on in Croatia

n ONE in five 12 to 
16-year-olds have 
booked a holiday by 
themselves while 
another 18 per cent have 
had help from parents to 
book one, according to 
Thomas Cook. 

Approximately 90 per 
cent of children in this 
age range surveyed by 
the travel company said 
they had been abroad by 
the time they were 16.

More than a third of 
parents said they would 
look for sun in a winter 
holiday while the same 
number of youngsters 
wanted snow sports. 

Adults were also 
adventurous, though, 
with 38 per cent keen to 
see the Northern Lights, 
while the kids opted for 
theme parks.



SOMETHING exciting has been 
happening with self-catering 

holidays over the past few years. Long 
gone are the days of dreary holiday 
camp chalets with dull Hi-de-Hi  
amenities. 

Today’s self-sufficient adventurers are 
looking for more exotic accommodation 
and locations, ranging from quaint coun-
try cottages and history-steeped castles to 
modernised lighthouses or character-filled 
wood cabins in the likes of the New Forest. 

Self-catering holidays have gone up 
by 23 per cent over the past two years, 
particularly in light of the 2012 Olympics 
and a decent summer this year when 
‘staycations’ became a viable option rather 
than a risk. 

There is now an exciting range of self-ca-
tering retreats both in the UK and abroad 
offering boutique or modern family 
accommodation, with all the mod cons 
expected for 21st century living. 

Turkey
DALYAN APARTMENT,  
DALYAN
IF YOU yearn for something more cutting 
edge and designer than rustic villas and 
traditional cottages, maybe these ‘Dubai’ 
styled apartments will fit the bill? 

Set in an ultra-modern complex with 
shared pool, the aesthetic look of these 
spacious riverfront pads are the essence of 
modern self-catering luxury. 

With their large terraces and single and 
double bedrooms with en-suites, they are 
within easy reach of pretty Dalyan town 
and can accommodate a single person, 
couple or small family. 

The stunning layout of the complex with 
its multi level swimming pool offers all 
mod cons, air conditioning, wi-fi and park-
ing. Nearest airport Dalaman (25 mins)

 � From £250 -330 weekly
 �www.ownersdirect.co.uk  property Ref 

TK3011. Tel: + 90 053 0224 3877

United Kingdom
TIDELANDS BOATHOUSE
HAVING once lived on a barge on the 
Thames, I am only too aware how  
extraordinary the views and ambience can 

New face of self-catering
Richard Bevan spots  
some attractive holiday 
offers in Turkey, Britain, 
Florida and Austria

Gelli Graean Farmhouse, offered by Sheepskin Cottages, has Grade II-listed, 17th century character.

be when surrounded by water and river 
wildlife. 

But if you’re a tad worried about sea 
sickness, you can always plump for the 
next best thing – self-catering boathouses, 
such as Tidelands, nestled on the beautiful 
shore of the Teign estuary. 

This modern, open-plan one bedroom 
house, with French windows and a Juliet 
balcony, is the perfect holiday retreat 
where you can relax in a private garden 
overlooking the river, sipping a glass of 
wine or cooking up a barbecue while 
watching the only traffic – boats and 
kayaks – pass you by. 

The spacious, two-levelled boathouse 
has a modern fitted kitchen complete with 
dishwasher and clothes dryer. 

There is always the option to hang up 
the pinny and enjoy dining at the nearby 
Coombe Cellars bar and restaurant. 

Tidelands is the perfect place for 
walking, cycling or taking up watersports. 

The boathouse is located in the village 
of Combeinteignhead and in walking 
distance of beaches and local pubs. 

 � Car advised. Nearest airport, Exeter. 
Nearest railway station, Newton Abbot. 
Prices from £90 to £110 per night. Mini-
mum stay two nights.

 �www.tidelands.co.uk

SHEEPSKIN COTTAGES 
THE RE-INVENTION of self-catering in 
this country is best exemplified by the bril-
liant refurbishment of vintage buildings by 
the likes of Sheepskin, a company that had 
the foresight to see that discerning holiday 
makers wanted luxury, comfort and access 
to solitude in breathtaking settings. 

From cottages to country houses 
throughout the UK, it has an eclectic and 
wide range of accommodation to suit 
all tastes and wallets. Whether you are 
a couple or family, with or without pets, 
Sheepskin offer the most stunning holiday 

retreats to suit all needs.

Gelli Graean Farmhouse  
Pennel, near Snowdonia

One of the few retreats that welcomes 
pets, this large family home set in a Grade 
II 17th century farmhouse combines old 
charm, character, original features such as 
wood beams and all the mod-cons you’d 
expect in an up market dwelling. 

Nestled in 15 acres of private wood-
land in the foothills of Cadair, there is no 
shortage of breathtaking walking routes 
and beautiful destinations, including an 
historic narrow gauge railway to take a ride 
and enjoy the valley views. 

Nearby Welsh market towns such as 
Machynlleth (five miles) and the seaside 
village of Aberdovey offer a respite from 
total solitude.

The farmhouse accommodates six 
people and offers three large double 
bedrooms, two with en-suite showers and 

two extra bedrooms ideal for kids or single 
adults.

 � Prices £745 (three nights) to £1,655 
(seven nights) 

 � email:  inspired@sheepskinlife.com

United States
TREASURE ISLAND –  
SUNSET VISTAS  
BEACHFRONT SUITES, 
FLORIDA
IF YOU’RE looking for guaranteed sun-
shine and miles of white sandy beach with 
all the conveniences of home comforts 
plus on-site recreational facilities, this 
beachfront resort in the heart of St Peters-
burg/Clearwater Beach is a moderately- 
priced gem. 

Florida’s Treasure Island overlooks a 
fabulous stretch of beach and hosts 154 

modern suites, ideal for honeymooners 
or family living, set in a complex of adult 
pools, relaxing sun lounge areas, a chil-
dren’s section and a tropical resplendent 
with fountains and waterfalls. 

The suites, all with private balconies 
and views of the Gulf of Mexico, are fully 
furnished with large kitchens, and can 
sleep a maximum of six adults.

This is not a four-star boutique complex 
with a designer’s eye for architecture – it’s 
simply affordable and good quality family 
self-catering, with access to one of the 
most stunning beaches in Florida. 

 � Prices from $203 per night in June to 
$167 in August

 � Tampa International Airport (30 mins)
 �www.providentresorts.com/ 

sunset-vistas-beachfront-suites/

 

Austria 
HOFEN – APARTMENTS 
FAR REMOVED from commercial and cor-
porate self-catering accommodation, this 
two-bedroom (two to four people) holiday 
home-chalet is in Hofen, a municipality in 
the Austrian Tyrol valley. 

It’s as peaceful as you can get and as 
picturesque as traditional Austrian moun-
tain chalets go, with its setting on a small 
incline on the edge of the forest. 

The surrounding mountains and hills 
make it a walker’s and hiker’s paradise, and 
it’s perfect for ski lovers. 

 � Prices £55–£81 nightly,  £297 weekly 
(sleeps four). Nearest airport Innsbruck. 
Car not necessary.

 � Contact owners via HomeAway.co.uk   
www.homeaway.co.uk/p21900

Clockwise from top left – ‘Dubai’ style apartments in Dalyan, Turkey; a holiday chalet in Hofen, Austria, and inside and out at Sunset Vistas, Florida.
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Breaks needn’t be 
bone of contention

WE HAVE two West 
Highland Terriers – 

Hamish and Bonnie – and 
those familiar with this 
feisty, smart breed will tell 
you that they’re not exactly 
the easiest to live with. Let’s 
just say, there’s a reason why 
they don’t feature prom-
inently in the obedience 
classes at Crufts!

That said, they are extremely 
beloved, they are unasham-
edly our child replacements 
(somewhat cheaper, too) and 
we would no more think of 
leaving them behind on our 
all-too-few holidays than we 
would tie them up to a lamp-
post for a week.

The easiest, most practical 
way is to go self-catering. So 
what sort of boxes should you 
be ticking before hitting the 
(hopefully) open road?

Security: Your #1 
priority

No matter how picturesque 
the location, no matter how 
spacious the property, if your 

dog can escape from it (and 
many dogs simply will – we 
don’t all own Labradors on  
Valium), that worry will hang 
over you the entire holiday – 
which is not good for what’s 
supposed to be a stress-buster.

Unfortunately, many owners 
advertising their properties as 
‘dog friendly’ have no concep-
tion of this requirement, or if 
they do, they only do it with a 
certain size of animal in mind.

We once arrived at a thus- 
described self-catering cottage 

in Yorkshire to find that the 
only obstacle between the 
driveway and the road was a 
five-bar gate. The gap beneath 
it was easily big enough to get a 
spaniel underneath it, let alone 
the Westie pup who made up a 
quarter of our party.

By contrast, the barn 
conversion we stayed at last 
year, booked through Welcome 
Cottages (see separate panel 
for further information on their 
properties) had a fully- 
enclosed run, complete with 

mesh fencing on the bottom, 
where the dogs could be let 
out day or night without fear 
of them running off or having 
unfortunate interaction with 
sheep.  

So before booking, look 
closely at available pictures of 
the property. Establish exactly 
what security measures are in 
place around its perimeter. Ask 
detailed questions if in doubt 
and get some straight answers. 
Moving on to another prospect 
is far better than returning 
from holiday with an injured 
pet – or worse.

Location, location, 
location

Meanwhile, back at Five 
Bar Gate Cottage, we found a 
new problem awaiting when 
we took the dogs for a proper 
walkies. 

The property had been de-
scribed as being ‘just off a quiet 
country road’. In fact, it was ab-
solutely bang on an extremely 
busy B-road between two large 
towns, with quarry vehicles 
and other HGVs thundering 
down it at regular intervals. 

It also had no verges or 
pavements, so walking Hamish 
and Bonnie a quarter of a mile 
down to the first available 
public footpath into open 
country was a terrifying daily 
experience.

Even in relatively rural areas, 
it’s worth putting the property’s 
postcode into Google Maps 
and seeing what information 
you can gather – especially if 
there is a Street View available.

And it’s not just the prop-
erty’s location you have to 
consider. 

Where is everything else? It 
doesn’t matter how idyllic a 
spot you discover if you have 
to put the dogs in the car and 
drive three miles before you 
get to somewhere suitable for 

Dogs on a train – Hamish and Bonnie take liberties on the South Tyndale 
Railway and (inset) enjoy a cruise on Lake Windemere.

If you’re a dog owner 
who can’t bear the 
thought of packing 
them away to  
kennels come holiday 
time, there are plenty 
of properties across 
the UK now putting 
out the welcome mat 
for Fido. But choose 
with care – Aidan 
Goldstraw presents 
a quick guide to 
planning the perfect 
pooch vacation.

walkies. Where is the nearest 
vet in case of emergencies? 
How far for a food shop, and 
how will you manage the dogs 
while you get that done?

Safe as houses?
It’s not just dangers outside 

the property’s perimeters you 
have to worry about. Once 
you get to your destination 
and you’ve had the obligatory 
arrival cuppa, it’s a good idea 
to walk around the property, 
indoors and out, and do  
something of a safety audit. 

If this sounds OTT, I can as-
sure you it’s not. A ‘pet friendly’ 
property we stayed at turned 
out to have a derelict green-
house in its garden, with doz-
ens of needle-sharp pieces of 
non-safety glass lurking in the 
grass. Thus it was that I spent 
a morning shovelling up the 

mess and hoiking it through 
the broken window of a nearby 
disused concrete garage. 

If you have a dog who’s going 
through a chewing phase, it 
might be a good idea to pay 
close attention to garden 
plants – there’s a surprising 
number which are very  
dangerous indeed for your 
canine chum.

Inside should hopefully be 
less of an adventure – but if the 
property has an open fire, and 
your doggie isn’t used to such a 
feature, you’ll need to consider 
how they’ll cope and what you 
can do to stop them coming to 
harm.

Just exactly how 
‘friendly’?

It’s becoming increasing-
ly common for owners to 
describe their properties as 

‘dog friendly’ or ‘pets welcome’ 
– after all, by not doing so you 
can exclude yourself from a 
quite significant market. 

However, those magic words 
don’t necessarily mean that 
the person waiting to welcome 
you and your animals will be a 
latter-day Barbara Woodhouse.

Many a listing which begins 
with a ‘dog friendly’ fanfare at 
the top becomes less and less 
accommodating as you get into 
the small print. 

‘No dogs on beds, sofas etc’ 
is a common prohibition. If 
you’re like us, and have dogs 
who will simply ignore such 
rulings, take some throws with 
you and drape them over the 
most likely places. 

Bear in mind, too, that many 
owners won’t tolerate more 
than one dog, which rules 
them out for us.

There and back 
again

Finally, don’t neglect the 
details of getting to and from 
your destination in the first 
place. Travelling with dogs is a 
bit like travelling with children 
(I’m told). 

Use proper safety harnesses, 
make them comfortable and 
stop at least every hour for 
toilet breaks and some water. 
Pack leads, bowls, water, treats 
and poo bags where they are 
easy to get at. 

If you’re stopping on motor-
way service areas, try and find 
a secluded grassy bit well away 
from the roar of the carriage-
way if possible, and of course 
it goes without saying that they 
should be on leads at all times 
for the sake of both politeness 
and your peace of mind.

Properties really put out the Welcome mat
Welcome Cottages has thou-
sands of pet-friendly cottages 
across Britain. Whether you and 
your dog fancy a coastal break, 

woodland walks or roaming 
the rolling countryside, there 
is a selection of stylish proper-
ties for pet owners to choose 

from, perfect for enjoying long 
walks together during your 
break away.  For more infor-
mation and to book, visit www.

welcomecottages.com or call 
0345 268 0816. Below just a 
couple of the company’s many 
properties . . .

Oak Tree Lodge – Otterburn
Property Reference: 27694

This delightful, terraced, stone barn conversion sits on the edge 
of the Lake District National Park and is approximately 20 min-
utes from Kielder Water, and only a few miles from Hadrian’s 
Wall. Otterburn, once the site of the famous 1388 victory of the 
Scots over the English, nestles close to the banks of the River 
Rede between the hills and the moors overlooking the North 
Tyne Valley. With pretty walks and cycle routes from the door, as 
well as local fishing, horse riding, golf and a pub nearby, this is a 
superb location for a relaxing holiday with your dog any time of 
the year. Sleeps two in one bedroom, two dogs welcome.

Aira Cottage – Ullswater, near Glenridding
Property reference: W8760

This superb detached holiday barn has been converted into a 
spacious house with two bathrooms and an open sided barn 
with table tennis and darts. Enjoy fantastic walking from the 
doorstep across National Trust land including nearby Helvellyn, 
with its famous striding edge. Sat in the heart of the Lake Dis-
trict, this property is ideal for exploring the great outdoors in this 
beautiful part of the world and the many amenities available to 
tourists throughout the Lakes. A river flows through the woods 
to the front of the converted barn. Just across the field is Lake 
Ullswater Sleeps six in three bedrooms, three dogs welcome.
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Two-for-one in Newquay

IF THERE’S something just 
a little bit better than a 

self-catering cottage holi-
day, it could be a self-cater-
ing break in a cottage in the 
grounds of a four-star hotel 
with an indoor swimming 
pool for when the ocean is 
too cold, a laundry service, 
and two excellent restau-
rants for when you’re not in 
the mood for, well, self- 
catering. 

That’s the deal – the privacy 
and flexibility that comes 
with your own space, plus the 
perks of a hotel – you get at 
the Headland, a majestic late 
Victorian pile in Newquay, 
North Cornwall, with a ‘village’ 
of cottages and apartments in 
its cliffside grounds. 

David Kernek  
enjoys a seaside 
break combining 
the advantages of 
hotel services with 
the freedom of a 
self-catering  
apartment 

‘My one-bedroom apartment was a  
spacious and seriously-comfortable  
hide-away’

Want to know 
more?

For information about 
the Headland Hotel 
& Cottages, go to 
www.headlandhotel.
co.uk or call 01637 
872211.

The hotel and the cottages 
and apartments share the 
same views across a magnif-
icent beach and out to sea, 
and ‘self-catering’ guests have 
access to all of the hotel’s 
amenities.

Land by the side of the Head-
land was used in the 1950s for 
billets for hotel staff accommo-
dation.

This changed when it was 
discovered that staff members 
were letting empty rooms on 
an under-the-counter B&B 
basis for 17/6 (87p) a night, 
which was hugely popular with 
tourists, since the hotel’s room 
charge was more than £4. 

Now, there are 40 luxury – 
and dog-friendly – cottages 
and apartments, the largest 
having three bedrooms to 
sleep parties of up to six or 
seven guests, and all of them, 
of course, costing somewhat 
more than 17 shillings and 
sixpence a night.

The village – although it’s 
really hamlet-size – has won 
a Civic Trust award; in 2011, it 
was given the bronze prize in 
the Large Self-Catering Estab-
lishment of the Year category at 
the Cornwall Tourism Awards, 
and it boasts VisitBritain’s five 
gold-star ranking. 

My one-bedroom apartment 
was a spacious and seriously 
comfortable hide-away, with 
a fully-equipped kitchen and 
balcony from which to gaze out 

at Fistral Beach, the gulls, and 
the surfers riding – or trying to 
ride – the Atlantic rollers.

Newquay isn’t one of En-
gland’s prettiest seaside towns, 
but that doesn’t matter because 
life here is about its seven – 
some say nine – beaches, its 
status as Britain’s surfing cap-
ital, and its busy 15th century 
harbour, sheltered from the 
westerly winds. 

When you’ve had your fill 
of fish and chips and Cornish 
cream teas, try one of the many 
coast walks that run east and 
west from the Headland. I 
enjoyed reading about them!

My favourite spots were 
the harbour and – a two-mile 
walk or a short drive along 
the coast – Watergate Bay, a 
two-mile stretch of pristine yet 
dog-friendly beach, protected 
by soaring cliffs. 

This is the place for body 
boarding, kite surfing, pow-
er kiting, wave skiing and 
windsurfing. I enjoyed reading 
about these, too.  

The new place to eat at 
Watergate Bay is Jamie Oliver’s 
15 Cornwall restaurant, where 
the floor-to-ceiling windows 
provide perfect views of the 
Atlantic rollers, the surfers, and 
of families who can’t afford 
Jamie’s prices – or have just had 
it with Italian dishes – tucking 
into sandwiches on the beach.

All images © David Kernek

Ideal combination – take advantage of all the facilities at the Headland Hotel, then retreat to your cosy self-catering 
accommodation, complete with a balcony for relaxing. Opposite, surfers take on Mother Nature at Watergate Bay.
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sleeps 8 + baby

Contact Cassie Brealey Tel 01623 822432
E-mail info@visitcrantock.co.uk Website www.visitcrantock.co.uk

Belle Isle Cottage is a luxurious 4 bedroom
cottage which sleeps 8 plus a baby, located
in the village of Crantock, a picturesque seaside
village situated on the northern coast of
Cornwall.
We are located just two minutes’ walk from
Crantock beach and are one of the closest
houses to the beach. The beach is fantastic
for families and is ideal for surfing.
Our accommodation comprises a sitting
room, dining room and kitchen with additional

sitting area downstairs and two king size
bedrooms with one en suite, a twin bedroom,
bunk bedroom, master bathroom with slipper
bath and walk-in shower upstairs. Outside
we have parking for two cars and a
garden area with lawn and a deck. We have
flat screen TVs in all the bedrooms along
with an Xbox 360 in the kitchen sitting area.

For full details and to check availability visit
our website www.visitcrantock.co.uk

Crantock Belle Isle Cottage

Prices from £ 500 - £ 1,700 per week

Do YOU want to boost 
YOUR holiday bookings?

COTTAGES · HOUSES · APARTMENTS · VILLAS

We are happy to help -
Our World is 

your Holiday

Gareth Abbott, Cottage Specialist
01458 - 273105 
email: gareth@gomediapublishing.com
www.govillasandcottages.co.uk� � � �sleeps 2-4 + cot

Nr Looe & Polperro Talehay Holiday Cottages
�  Ideally situated for touring 

magnificent coastline, local
beaches in easy reach

�  Peace & relaxation
�  25 mins from Eden Project
�  Linen, heating/electricity,

cots/highchairs included
�  Pets & children welcome
�  Wi-Fi available

� � � �

Contact Neil & Theresa Dennett Tel 01503 220252
E-mail infobooking@talehay.co.uk On line booking at www.talehay.co.uk

Talehay is quietly tucked away, yet not far from
the picturesque fishing villages of Looe and Polperro
and the beautiful Fowey estuary. It is also within
easy driving distance from the Eden project, stunning
coastal walks, glorious beaches and beautiful stately
homes and gardens like the Lost Gardens of Heligan.
Ideal if you are looking for a ‘get away from it all’
holiday and value peace and tranquillity.
Bodmin Moor and Dartmoor are a short drive away
for walkers and hikers. Cottages are ETC 4-star set
in a courtyard with spacious gardens. 

beautiful 17th century Cornish stone country 
holiday cottages  providing superb self-catering
accommodation.

Prices from £210 - £895

����sleeps 2-8
look forward to welcoming you to Wringworthy

� Free toddler and 
baby equipment

� Large games barn
� Outdoor playzone
� Free Wi-Fi
� Short breaks welcome
� Dog and disabled friendly

Wringworthy Cottages , Looe

A hidden hamlet of 8 cottages
in 70+ acres of countryside,  just minutes from Looe.

We offer so much more than just a holiday cottage.

Outdoor heated pool, friendly farm animals and more!
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Sleeps 2 £199 - £ 445 
up to Sleeps 8 + 2 cots 
High Season £399 - £1599

PRICES: 

Tel: 01503 240685

Michael & Kim

Nr Bude Ivyleaf Barton Holiday Cottages

sleeps 2-8

1 bed          £200-£525
2 bed          £225-£650
3 bed          £250-£900
4 bed      £400-£1,500

7Our seven cottages are converted 19th century stone barns in a rural
situation with spectacular views over surrounding countryside and
coast. There is a large range of accommodation, from single-storey
cottages for two to a five star luxury split level barn conversion
sleeping eight people. The cottages are comfortable and well equipped,
with all modern conveniences. Facilities on site include a laundry and
all weather tennis court. 
Other activities such as archery, canoeing and horse riding can be
arranged. Cots and high chairs available on request (free) and certain
properties can accommodate pets (at extra cost).
Quiet relaxing location, approximately 3 miles from the coast.

Robert B Barrett Tel 07525 251773 E-mail info@ivyleafbarton.co.uk  Website www.ivyleafbarton.co.uk

� 9 hole golf course immediately adjacent;
preferential rates for our guests

� Own tennis court
� Bude famous for its sandy surfing

beaches
� Superb coastal and rural views
� The lovely renowned village of Clovelly a

short drive along the coast
� Available all year round
� Short breaks out of season
� Available Christmas & New Year

All prices inclusive of linens, electricity etc. 
Please quote GO when booking.

Prices per week

sleeps 2-6 + cot
Justin & Penny Spreckley · Tel 01503 220333 · www.tremaine-green.co.uk 

All are well equipped to offer home-from-home comfort. Relax in the beauty and tranquillity of
the award-winning grounds and enjoy the pets, including ducks, miniature ponies and pygmy
goats. Looe and Polperro are only 4 miles away and the Eden Project and other glorious gardens
are within easy reach. Take a walk through the fields or drive to our local village (1 mile), which
has a large PO/shop, butcher’s, restaurant and C16th pub.
Tremaine Green offers a memorable holiday and that is why so many of our guests return year after
year. As one recently said, “it’s our little piece of heaven.”

A beautiful hamlet of 12 romantic 
stone cottages set around their own green

� Ideal base for exploring Cornwall � Tennis court, putting green, games room etc.
� Central heating & log fires  � Bed linen, towels, electricity & fuel included
� Cots & highchairs provided free  � Brochure available

Nr Looe, Polperro & Fowey

Cornwall Country Cottages

from £ 229 - £ 1,125

� � �sleeps 2-11 + cot

Contact Mrs Jenny Pocock Tel 0114 2364761
email enquiries@harbourreachholidays.co.uk  · www.harbourreachholidays.co.uk

Harbour Reach is situated at the end of a row of
seafarers’ cottages which were originally built so
that the trawler captains could keep an eye on
their boats in the harbour below. The views from
the front of the house are spectacular, taking in
the town, the picturesque fishing harbour, the
marina, the whole of Torbay and out to sea. The

house is divided into a flat and a maisonette
which are let separately or jointly thereby sleeping
2/11. It is equipped and furnished to a very
high standard with comfort in mind. 
Harbour Reach is just a few minutes’ walk away
from the harbour, beaches and town. Parking is
available. Children and pets are welcome. 

� Great walking along nearby South
West coastal footpath

� Magnificent harbour and sea views
� Easily reached from M5

� Within easy reach of many major 
attractions

� Open all year
� Short breaks available

Brixham Harbour Reach
Contact us for colour
brochure, rates and

availability

Cottages in Devon
Jean Bartlett Cottage Holidays offer a superb 
selection of Devon Cottages for the perfect Devon
Holiday.

Whether you are looking for Coastal or Country
Cottages, we pride ourselves in catering for a wide
range of self-catering cottages including walking
holidays, dog friendly holidays and short breaks.

You don’t have to holiday in the Carribean for white
sand and crystal clear waters, a cottage holiday in
Devon or Dorset has all the charm of summers long past. 
With stunning beaches, quaint fishing harbours and two
gloriously wild and beautiful National Parks, if you’re
looking for that perfect Devon holiday we have lots of
dreamy holiday cottages guaranteed to make your 
stay perfect.

The Old Dairy, Fore Street, Beer · Devon EX12 3JA

Tel: 01297 23221 Fax: 01297 23303
Email: holidays@jeanbartlett.com
www.jeanbartlettcottageholidays.co.uk

� � � �

�  Convenient retreat, cen-
tral for all of Somerset’s
many attractions 

�  Close to Quantocks and
coast

�  Surrounded by patchwork
of fields & footpaths

�  Member of Farm Stay UK
�  All linen, towels and

electricity included
�  Village shop & post office
�  Free Wi-Fi internet access

Nr Bridgwater Ash-Wembdon Farm Cottages

2 cottages sleep 4/8

Contact Clarence Rowe Tel 01278 453097
E-mail c.a.rowe@btinternet.com Website www.farmstayuk.com

Ash-Wembdon Farm Cottages are recently converted luxury
cottages at the foot of an ancient hill on a working beef and
arable farm near the Quantock Hills. Tucked away in the
countryside, yet only 2 miles from the centre of the historic
market town of Bridgwater, our cottages offer high-quality
accommodation with a homely atmosphere.

Prices from
£260 - £575 

Both Bakers Cottage and Dairy Cottage are ground floor and have wide doorways and walk-in
showers, making them suitable for those with restricted mobility. They each have central
heating, well-equipped kitchen, living/dining room with Freeview HD Smart LED TV, 2 en
suite bedrooms (1 double, 1 twin), both with LCD TV, and an enclosed garden and patio with
garden furniture. 

� Dogs welcome � Children welcome
� TV, DVD, radio and phone � Available all year round

Boscastle The Old Brewhouse

sleeps 6

Contact Mrs Leonora Smith  Brochure and reservations Tel 01793 731693
E-mail leonora-excell@btconnect.com

Prices from
£350 - £1050
depending on season

Known locally as "The Pink House" the lovely 16th century Old Brewhouse retains its original
outside appearance yet inside has been expertly converted to a comfortable, light and spacious
residence. Bedlinen and duvets, hot water, central heating and electricity are all included in the
price. TV, DVD, radio and phone. Private parking for 2 cars, garage and garden.
Good shops, pubs and restaurants nearby. Boscastle is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
and has a mediaeval harbour, craggy cliffs and spectacular scenery, birds, wildlife and flowers.
The Eden Project, surfing beaches, and Trago Mills are all within around 20 miles. A paradise
for holidays in all seasons.



IT’S NOT every day that 
one is privileged to hold 

dinosaur dung, so I seized 
the opportunity with both 
hands. 

Enter the Dinosaur Isle 
attraction on the Isle of Wight, 
and you step back millions 
of years to a time when these 
giant lizards stalked the land 
and their airborne cousins, the 
pterosaurs, soared overhead.

The striking-looking mu-
seum overlooking Sandown’s 
Blue Flag beach has 30,000 
geological specimens, ranging 
from the preserved remains of 
the comparatively-recent Ice 
Age bison to fossilised plants 
and dinosaur skeletons dating 
back 120 million years.

All are exhibited among 
scary life-size models of these 
ugly brutes. A big hit with one 
youngster, when I visited, was 
a fearsome robotic neovenator, 
which turned and let out an 

John Law takes a 
trip back in time 
to his childhood 
holidays – and 
way beyond, to 
walk with the  
dinosaurs . . .

‘I was intrigued by the gastroliths – large 
pebbles which a long-necked sauropod 
had swallowed to aid digestion. They are 
the prehistoric equivalent to giant Gavis-
con heartburn tablets, but without the 
peppermint taste’

Isle of fun and fossils 

unsettling cry when the appro-
priate button was pushed. It 
terrified his mother.

Meanwhile Alex Peaker, one 
of the staff geologists, ex-
plained an assortment of items 
visitors can handle. 

“Here’s part of a dinosaur’s 
backbone and this is a shark’s 
tooth. We even have fossilised 
dinosaur poo,” he said, hand-
ing me a fine, shiny example.

I was intrigued by the 
gastroliths – large pebbles 

which a long-necked sauropod 
had swallowed to aid diges-
tion. They are the prehistoric 
equivalent to giant Gaviscon 
heartburn tablets – but without 
the peppermint taste.

Many of the exhibits were 
discovered locally; the Isle of 
Wight has been named by the 
Natural History Museum in 
London as Dinosaur Capital of 
Great Britain. 

Entry to Dinosaur Isle is a 
reasonable £5 for adults, £3.70 
children and £16 for a family of 
four (www.dinosaurisle.com). 

For a similar price, you can 
book a guided fossil walk along 
nearby Yaverland beach. 

Alternatively, families can 
download a mobile phone app 
enabling them to take pictures 
walking alongside dinosaurs at 
six coastal locations. 

The island hopes that 
Walking with Dinosaurs: The 
3D Movie will encourage more 
visitors to hit its fossil trail.

I felt a bit of a fossil myself, 
returning after many years 
to places I visited on happy 
childhood holidays. 

A favourite was Alum Bay, 
where I’d scramble around the 
cliffs with lots of other kids 
collecting layers of the famous 
coloured sand in a little glass 

lighthouse.  You’re no longer 
supposed to remove the sand, 
but somehow the yellow, red, 
pink and brown colours don’t 
seem as bright these days. Is it 
just my poor memory, or did 
we sand gatherers of old take 
all the best stuff?

Anyhow, Alum Bay is still 
worth a visit for the spectacular 
view of the landmark Needles 
rocks and lighthouse and the 
attractions at Needles Park 
(www.theneedles.co.uk). 

You can hop on a chairlift 
here to glide to and from the 
beach and avoid the steep trek 
up 188 steps.

The park has amusement 
rides for children, a ‘sweet 
manufactory’ where you see 
how they make old-fashioned 
delights such as rhubarb and 
custard sweets, a Victorian 
shopping emporium and a 
new ‘4D’ film version of 20,000 
Leagues under the Sea.

There’s also a glassmaking 
centre where we watched 
craftsmen hand-blowing glass 
to produce vases and bowls 
in lustrous colours. Some of 
these – particularly those using 
sterling silver and gold – were 
very attractive and not bad 
value at £40-£50.

The Isle of Wight is a 3½-mile 
hop across the Solent. It’s a 

sleeps 2-10

HOPE BARTON BARNS Near Salcombe
These cottages of rare quality are in a secluded valley, close to a sandy cove. There are 17 stone barns
in two courtyards and 4 luxury apartments in a converted farmhouse, within 35 acres. Each of these
1- 4-bedroom cottages and apartments has its own distinctive character, and has been sensitively
converted retaining original features such as exposed beams, stonework and brick arches.
They are all superbly furnished and fully equipped with handcrafted furniture, dishwasher, washing
machine/drier, fridge, microwave, oven and hob with hood and satellite TV and DVD. The master
bedrooms have 2-poster beds with drapes.
Hope Barton has its own private pastures, streams, trout lakes, woodland and bracken-covered hills,
plus an indoor heated swimming pool, sauna, gym, all-weather tennis court, library and lounge bar. One
meadow away is Hope Cove with a Post Office/store, a delightful pub and safe sandy beaches.

� Open all year
� Holiday rentals and ownership

available
� Boat trips for sea fishing or 

nature watching
� Golf, riding, sailing, diving,

walking all nearby
� Historic towns of Dartmouth,

Totnes, Kingsbridge

Prices from
£230 to £1,900 per week

Call for availability
Short breaks in low season

 

Contact Melanie Pope Tel 01548 561393 E-mail info@hopebarton.co.uk Website www.hopebarton.co.uk

1-373-01 Hope Barton Barns_Layout 1  16/02/2013  16:21  Page 1
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� � � � �sleeps 2-8

Contact Thelma Riddle Tel 01208 814916
E-mail enquiries@great-bodieve.co.uk Website www.great-bodieve.co.uk

Great Bodieve Farm Barns are four luxury 
character cottages set on a working farm 
in the picturesque hamlet of Bodieve. 
Wi-Fi is available in all cottages.
The Goose House sleeps 2 and features a large en suite bedroom with beamed ceiling
and 4-poster bed. The Granary and Orchard Cottage each sleep 4, both furnished to a
very high standard. The Mill House sleeps 8 with 4 en suite bedrooms, a large sitting
room with wood burner and private patio.

www.great-bodieve.co.uk
for prices, availability & visitors’ comments

�����

�  Beautiful countryside, beaches
& dramatic coastline

�  Close to Camel Trail for walking & cycling
�  Less than a mile from the bustling market

town of Wadebridge
�  Easy access to Cornwall’s wealth of 

attractions
�  Wi-Fi

Bodieve, nr Wadebridge
GREAT BODIEVE FARM BARNS

1-332-01 Great Bodieve Farm_Layout 1  16/02/2013  17:51  Page 1
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Porthcohan Bay at sunset, Cornwall
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Gareth Abbott, Cottage Specialist
01458 - 273105 
email: gareth@gomediapublishing.com
www.govillasandcottages.co.uk



Sandown, where we discovered 
our prehistoric monsters. All 
three have splendid sandy 
beaches.

Back on the west coast, we 
enjoyed an excellent lunch at 
the Little Gloster at Gurnard 
(www.thelittlegloster.com) 
while watching the sailors 
and wind-surfers battling the 
elements. Yarmouth is also 
popular for sailing. 

We had another memora-
ble meal in this pretty little 
harbour town at the Blue Crab 
restaurant (www.thebluecrab.
co.uk), where the fresh fish and 
seafood is top notch.

Cowes, of course, is the 
island’s leading sailing centre,  
best known for its annual 
regatta in August. Nearby is 
the home of Queen Victoria at 
Osborne House – a must-see 
on any Isle of Wight visit.

Built by the queen and her 
beloved Albert as a seaside es-
cape from London, it offers an 
intimate glimpse of royal life in 
their private rooms and nurs-
ery (for their nine children!) 
and in the gilded opulence of 
the royal apartments and the 
ornate, Indian-inspired Durbar 
Room.

Beautiful grounds sweep 
down to the Solent, where 
English Heritage (www.en-
glish-heritage.org.uk/osborne) 
has opened Victoria’s private 
beach. 

Visitors can see the original 
‘bathing machine’ which was 
lowered into the sea to allow 
Her Majesty to take a discreet 
dip.  

Another eminent Victorian 
who loved the island so much 
he chose to live there was the 
Poet Laureate Alfred Lord 
Tennyson. He once remarked 
that Isle of Wight air is “worth 
sixpence a pint.” I’d drink to 
that.

All images are courtesy of  
visitisleofwight.co.uk, except Osborne 
Beach, courtesy English Heritage.

Getting there
Wightlink runs frequent car ferry 
crossings between Portsmouth-Fish-
bourne (45 minutes) and Lyming-
ton-Yarmouth (40 minutes) and a 
catamaran foot passenger service 
Portsmouth-Ryde (20 minutes).
Red Funnel provides car ferry cross-
ings Southampton-East Cowes (60 
minutes) and a catamaran foot pas-

senger service Southampton-Cowes 
(25 minutes).

Accommodation
The Isle of Wight has a wealth of 
self-catering options, ranging from 
camping and caravan sites to quaint 
country cottages and luxury seaside 
apartments. We stayed in a very 
comfortable modern property at 

Island View’s friendly Colwell Bay 
Holiday Cottages park (www.island-
viewholidays.co.uk). A short walk 
from the beach, our cottage was well 
equipped (it even had a garden hot 
tub), and there was a small shop and 
indoor swimming pool on site.

Want to know more? 
www.visitisleofwight.co.uk

Above, Queen Victoria’s favourite retreat, Osborne House and below, her once-private beach is now open to the public.

mere 23 by 13 miles, making it 
easy to explore by car, bike or 
bus – or on foot along numer-
ous footpaths. There’s also a 
steam railway, which chugs 
along a scenic five-mile route.

Half the island is designated 
an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. We motored through 
rolling downs, hills, valleys, 
and unspoilt villages. On one 
excursion, we followed the 
winding coast road east from 
our base near Yarmouth.  

There are some spectacular 
sea views to be enjoyed while 
sweeping along Military Road, 
built as a link between an army 
barracks and forts defending 
us against beastly Napoleon’s 
navy. 

Along with some wonderful 
open downland, the National 
Trust (www.nationaltrust.org.
uk) maintains Victorian forts 
at the Needles and Bembridge. 
The island’s star military attrac-
tion, however, is Carisbrooke 
Castle (www.english-heritage.
org.uk/carisbrooke), which has 
resisted a siege by the French 
and seen off the Spanish 
Armada. 

In addition to tracing its 800-
year history, visitors can tour 
the castle’s donkey centre and 
new Edwardian-style garden.

We explored my old sea-
side haunts: Ventnor, with 
its twisting streets and grand 
Victorian villas; Shanklin, with 
its charming Old Village; and 

Opposite page, the ferry docks at Fishbourne. Above, a sunny, golden day to remember on the beach at Sandown, with the pier in the background. Below, the 
Needles and its equally-famous lighthouse. Bottom, historic Carisbrook Castle.
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MURTON GRANGE York

At Murton Grange
you will find your ideal
holiday home set in the
rural part of York city.
Murton Grange is only
five miles from the centre with its Gothic cathedral and mediaeval walls.
You can explore the ancient city’s heritage, from the Romans to the
Vikings, as well as doing some designer shopping. The area around York
includes Castle Howard, the North Yorkshire Moors and a multitude of
historic sites. 
Murton Grange has been carefully restored to offer a relaxing self-catering
holiday. The holiday village has a choice of four two-bedroom cottages
and a six-bedroom farmhouse. The cottages are pleasantly decorated
and furnished for your comfort. Cottage three is suitable for disabled or
elderly guests.
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Contact Corrina Eadie Tel 01904 488777 Mobile 07896 212707 
E-mail enquiries@murtongrange.co.uk · www.murtongrange.co.uk

6 4 40bedroom  farmhouse plus             cottages    sleep up to max                       

£ 249 - £ 1,617
Flexible breaks available & 
great discounts on 4 night 

midweek stays

sleeps 4

Contact Mrs Patricia Stallard Tel 023 9225 1484 (incl. answerphone & fax)
E-mail pgstallard@aol.com Website www.foxglovecottageholidays.co.uk

A charming 18th century oak-beamed cottage which
offers superior accommodation in a non-tourist village
which has a castle (closed to public), racing stables,
heated outdoor swimming pool, post office-cum-general store and telephone kiosk. Accommodation
comprises two bedrooms (1 double, 1 twin – not bunks); lounge/dining room with feature fireplace,
radio, TV, DVD and log fire; kitchen with modern units including refrigerator, microwave, electric
cooker; tiled bathroom with bath and shower unit. Duvets and blankets are provided. Visitors are
asked to bring their own bed/bathroom linen, but these can be provided for a small additional
charge. Private, enclosed rear garden with lawn, flower beds, patio and garden furniture. Lockable
single garage plus car port hard standing. 

�  Easy access to M6, Penrith, Keswick, all
Lakes and Fells

�  Excellent local pub food
�  Available all year, including short breaks
�  Children over 7 years welcome
�  Pets welcome
�  Non-smokers only
�  Price includes all hot water, electric 

heating, cooking, lighting – no meters
�  Shop, post office, pub and Church nearby
�  Regular bus service to Penrith

Prices from £250 - £450
Short breaks - £80 per night for the Cottage

(not per person). Minimum 3 night stay.
+ £10 per dog per week/per short break

Nr Ullswater Foxglove Cottage
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Outgate, Nr Ambleside

Contact G B Evans
Tel 015394 36583 · Ramsteads, Outgate, Ambleside LA22 0NH

Ramsteads is a quiet woodland setting for
seven simple but comfortable timber
chalets which are all different. It is a small
family owned and run 26-acre estate in the
heart of the Lake District, tucked away off
the beaten track yet surrounded by some of
the best loved countryside in Lakeland and
within easy reach of many places of interest. 
The estate is a mature natural mixed
woodland with areas of rough grassland

and wetland. It is home to a variety of
wildlife with a diversity of habitats. The
chalets are situated on the western edge of
the woodland and are equipped with all 
necessities for a self-catering holiday. 
Ramsteads suits those who wish simply to
relax in its quiet surroundings or who want
to use it as a base for photography, painting,
walking, cycling, climbing, sailing or other
outdoor activities.

Prices from

£ 225 - £ 475 pw 
According to size and season

Short breaks available

Ramsteads Holiday Chalets

1-323-01 Ramsteads Holiday Chalets_Layout 1  15/02/2013  18:35  Page 1

� � � �

Felton, Hereford Green Farm Cottage

sleeps 7

Contact Cyril and Shirley Simcock Tel 01432 820234 Mobile 07800 666057
E-mail cottage@greenfarmestate.co.uk Website www.greenfarmestate.co.uk

Beautifully situated in its own grounds, Green
Farm Cottage is an idyllic haven for adults and
children. It is set in the heart of a working
dairy, beef and sheep farm in the small hamlet
of Felton.
This cosy but spacious cottage has been
imaginatively converted to make the most of
the fine roof structures, old beams and stone
walls. It is beautifully furnished with pines and
fabrics and attractively decorated both inside
and out. The cottage is ready for immediate
living upon arrival (3pm) and you will be
greeted with a welcome pack.
There are four rooms downstairs (large
kitchen and dining area, utility room, shower
room and lounge with large brick-surround
open fire) with entrance to the upstairs via the
dining area. Upstairs there are 3 bedrooms
(1 double en suite, 1 double, 1 single plus
bunk beds) and bathroom, all accessed via
the large landing. The south-facing, well
tended patio area with BBQ, table, chairs and
parasol becomes a regular sun trap for those
lazy summer days and evenings.

Prices from £ 290 - £ 660 per week

� The perfect holiday cottage
� Open all year round
� Fishing in our well stocked lake
� Spacious level parking for up to 3 cars
� Ideally located for exploring 

Herefordshire
� Many local attractions

sleeps 4 + 1

Contact David Cleverly or Loo Toni Tel 01903 774350
E-mail David.cleverly@btinternet.com  Website www.fishermanscottage-westsussex.co.uk

ideally situated for a seaside holiday, especially as you can see the sea from the doorstep!
It is minutes from Littlehampton’s safe, sandy beaches, park and children’s playground.
Tennis courts and boating lakes nearby. Grocery shop and newsagents across the road.
Near to restaurants and local pubs. The town centre is a short, harbour-side walk away.
Car not needed at all!
The cottage has two bedrooms (one double, one twin), bathroom, living room with large
dining area, and well-fitted kitchen with cooker, microwave, dishwasher, large fridge-
freezer and washer/drier. Television, video and radio/CD player. 

Prices from 
£300 to £550

Pretty, terraced, 19th century cottage,

� Patio garden
� Dedicated off-road parking
� Arundel, Chichester and

Brighton close by 
� Trains run to London 
� Linen provided
� Sofabed and cot available

Littlehampton Fisherman’s Cottage

� � � �

�  Superb base from which to enjoy
scenic coast & rural villages

�  Lifeguarded Blue Flag beach
�  200 m walk to shops, theatre,

steam railway & golf course
�  Sheringham Station with railway

to Norwich (25 miles by road) 
�  Gas & electricity included

�  Linen & towels available
�  Off-road parking

Sheringham Sheringham Cottages

sleeps 1 - 12 + cot

We are a family run business situated on the beautiful North Norfolk
Coast. All our properties are located in a quiet conservation area just
200m flat walk from the promenade and Town Centre. All our cosy and
comfortable homes have been recently refurbished and include gas
central heating, double glazing, TV with Freeview, DVD and Wi-Fi internet.
Augusta (sleeps 4 + 2 children). Tourist Board 4-star rating. Has off-road
parking, a lounge, dining room, well-equipped kitchen, bathroom with
power shower, 2 bedrooms (1 family with double bed and bunks, 1
twin), and a private lawned garden. 
Bennett (sleeps up to 8). Tourist Board 4-star rating. Has off-road
parking, a large lounge, dining room, new fitted kitchen, 4 bedrooms
(2 double – 1 can be converted to a twin – 1 twin, 1 with bunks),
bathroom with power shower, downstairs shower room and front and
rear gardens. 
Ramey (sleeps 12). Tourist Board 4-star rating. Has off road parking
for 3 cars, superb large fitted kitchen, very spacious lounge/dining
room, second lounge, shower room, plus 2 further familiy bathrooms,
6 bedrooms, 2 with balconies and sea views. 
Duncan (sleeps 6 + 2 children) has off-road parking, a large lounge
and dining room, kitchen, 4 bedrooms (2 double – 1 can be converted
to a twin – 1 twin, 1 with bunks), bathroom with power shower,
shower room and rear garden.
Foresters (sleeps 4 + 2) 2-bedroom ground floor apartment.
Foresters  has been awarded Mobility 3 Assisted, Hearing 1 & Visual
1 by the Tourist Board, making it a superb
place to stay if you have mobility, hearing
or sight problems, plus being ideal for
families or couples.

www.sheringhamcottages.com   Book and pay online – credit/debit cards accepted free of charge. 

Prices from

£169 - £1250
Short breaks available 0ct - Mar

Contact Trevor Claydon Tel 01263 577560 E-mail enquiries@sheringhamcottages.co.uk Website www.sheringhamcottages.com

����
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01502 723292 · durrantsholidaycottages.co.uk

Coast and Country 
Holiday Homes
in and around Suffolk

We have beautiful self-catering
holiday homes waiting for you

give us a call

� Available all year round
� Shops, banks, pubs within a 2-minute

walk
� Explore the Norfolk Broads by boat
� Unwind as you take in the unspoilt

countryside
� Coarse fishing June-March
� Golden beaches & traditional seaside

fun at nearby Great Yarmouth

Wroxham, nr Norwich Kingfisher Lodge

sleeps 6
Contact Debra Daniels Tel 01603 782309 Website www.finewayleisure.co.uk

This attractive modern chalet is in a fantastic setting just off the main river in a quiet backwater of
the bustling village of Wroxham. This is a perfect location for exploring the Broads, days out at the
seaside or simply sitting back and enjoying this relaxing area.
The lodge is furnished and fitted out to a very high standard, and
includes central heating, TV/stereo, and a large veranda with garden
furniture and barbecue that overlooks the river. Ideal for the less
mobile, it has a twin bedroom on the ground floor as well as a
shower/toilet and a large lounge with integral kitchen/dining area
leading onto the veranda. All doors on the ground floor are oversize
with an entry ramp for wheelchairs. Upstairs are 2 double
bedrooms and a bathroom/toilet. There are spaces for 3 cars at
the lodge.

Prices from £ 430-£ 990 per week
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Do YOU want to boost 
YOUR holiday bookings?

COTTAGES · HOUSES · APARTMENTS · VILLAS

We are happy to help -
Our World is 

your Holiday

Gareth Abbott, Cottage Specialist
01458 - 273105 
email: gareth@gomediapublishing.com
www.govillasandcottages.co.uk



I ’VE NEVER considered 
‘near’ a very helpful word. 

Just how far away is ‘near’, 
and in which direction is it?  
Either way, it’s not terribly 
useful when you’re looking 
for something as easy to 
overlook as a tree... or even 
three trees. 

I do at least have a small 
clue this time: Three Trees near 
Thixendale narrows things 
down a bit.  

Even so, when I recognise 
three evenly-sized trees just 
outside the village, I am ever so 
slightly elated.  After all, it’s not 
always easy to find locations 
painted by contemporary na-
tional treasure, David Hockney.

We’re not talking Constable’s 
Flatford Mill or Monet’s Houses 
of Parliament – easy to spot 
even for the most geographi-
cally inept.  But that’s half the 
fun when you follow in the 
footsteps of East Yorkshire’s 
favourite son.  

Hockney rarely paints build-
ings, so identifying his wood-
land and country lanes, rolling 
fields and dry valleys can be 
challenging in a landscape as 
wide and open as the Yorkshire 
Wolds.

Born in Bradford, David 
Hockney has lived for many 
years in Los Angeles, and he 

Wandering 
through 
the Wolds

Gillian Thornton 
goes in search of 
David Hockney’s 
Yorkshire

‘I’m no artist, but suddenly I’m able to see 
with a painter’s eye, and here in East  
Yorkshire, it’s a very fine view indeed’

Don’t miss…

Bridlington – A great 
day out for families, 
this traditional seaside 
resort has two huge 
sandy beaches, The Spa 
concert and exhibition 
venue, and a hilltop old 
town with small shops. 
www.visitbridlington.org   

Sewerby Hall – Walk 
the cliff-top from  
Bridlington or take the 
land train in summer to 
tour the Amy Johnson 
museum, children’s 
zoo, and fabulous 
walled gardens.
www.eastriding.gov.uk/
sewerby.  

Bempton Cliffs – 
Britain’s only mainland 
seabird colony is run 
by The Royal Society 
for the Protection of 
Birds and accessible to 
all, with safe paths and 
viewing platforms round 
the cliff-tops.  Expect 
thousands of puffins 
and gannets in season 
and, inevitably, a bit of 
a whiff.  Unmissable.  
www.rspb.org.uk/ 
bemptoncliffs  

Pocklington – Pretty 
market town with lively 
arts centre in an old 
cinema, plus Burnby 
Hall Gardens, home to 
the national  
collection of water lilies 
and a museum to Major 
Stewart, founder of the 
gardens and an early 
20th century  
adventurer, collector 
and environmentalist.   
burnbyhallgardens.com 

Beverley – Delightful 
market town at the 
southern gateway to the 
Wolds with  
beautiful minster and 
market square.   
beverleyminster.org.uk

still owns a house there.  But 
in the early 1950s, he had a 
summer job on a Wolds farm 
and in the 1980s bought a 
house on the coast at Bridling-
ton to spend more time with 
his family.   

But it wasn’t until 1997 that 
Hockney really began to paint 
his home patch. He spent three 
months travelling the road 
from Bridlington to York on an 
almost daily basis to visit a sick 
friend, and this led to his first 
East Yorkshire landscapes, now 
famous as Garrowby Hill and 
The Road Across the Wolds.  

Today, his multi-media 
studies, created not just with 
brushes but with photographs 
and videos, have put the 
unique landscape of the York-
shire Wolds on the artistic map. 
An arc of low, rounded chalk 
hills, the Wolds curve through 
East Yorkshire from the Hum-
ber estuary in the south to the 
chalk cliffs of Flamborough 

Head in the north.  But when 
you’re hunting for Hockney, it’s 
best to look across the north-
ern portion between Bridling-
ton and Pocklington.  

You will have to hunt. The 
local tourist board – Visit 
Hull and East Yorkshire – has 
produced a helpful guide to 
Hockney Country, free from 
tourist offices and download-
able from its website, but don’t 

expect to have your hand held. 

Despite a sell-out show 
at London’s Royal Academy 
of Arts in 2012 – or maybe 
because of it – the artist has 
argued strongly against turning 
his beloved countryside into a 
Hockney theme park, with trail 
markers and photo panels.

The leaflet does, however, 
indicate his favourite locations 
and even gives a few cryptic 
clues to specific spots.  

Three Trees near Thixendale 
wasn’t too hard to spot ‘about a 
mile-and-a-half to the east on 
the road to Fimber’.

However, Bigger Trees near 
Warter, the subject for Hock-
ney’s remarkable 50-canvas 
painting – now in the Tate - is 
simply described as being ‘two 
miles east of the village’.   And 
what Hockney has painted with 
bare winter branches can look 
very different in full summer 
foliage.

But who cares?  Regardless 
of whether you find – or think 
you’ve found – the exact 

locations, the journey is a 
delight, which is what Hockney 
intends.  

His aim is to tempt visitors 
away from the main roads to 
discover hidden villages and 
country lanes through the 
seasons.

The trees and hedgerows 
around Warter have proved a 
repeated source of inspiration, 
and I stop off to explore this 
18th century estate village, 
chocolate-box pretty with 
half-timbered houses around a 
green. Today, the de-consecrat-
ed church is the Wolds Heritage 
Centre, providing information 
on the geography and lifestyle 
of the area, as well as a glori-
ous collection of Edwardian 
monuments and stained glass, 
thoughtfully brought down to 
floor-level and back-lit for easy 
viewing.  

Like Warter, Sledmere on the 
northern fringes of the Wolds 
is typical of the 18th centu-
ry estate villages scattered 
across  East Yorkshire, created 
by wealthy landowners who 
bought up large tracts of the 
open, desolate landscape for 
agriculture.   

Drive the straight roads with 
their broad grass verges across 
the roof of the Wolds, and you 
are following in the wheels of 
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Elusive – the Three Trees near Thixendale. Top, just one example of the  
stunning stained glass on show at the Wolds Heritage Centre in Warter.

Above, the formal gardens at Sledmere House. Below, The Tunnel outside Kilham.



their horse-drawn carriages.  

Sledmere is one of the few 
identifiable villages painted by 
Hockney, a main street of red 
brick cottages with a substan-
tial estate farm complex and a 
delightful pub.  

Set back from it all is Sled-
mere House, home of the Sykes 
family, renowned throughout 
the area for their philanthropy.  

Between 1856 and 1913, Sir 
Tatton Sykes, 4th Baronet of 
Sledmere, and his son, the 5th 
Baronet, were responsible for 
building, re-building or restor-
ing 18 rural churches in East 
Yorkshire, including St Mary’s, 
just a short walk across the 
lawns from their front door.

Their former home, with its 
lavishly furnished rooms and 
formal gardens, is well worth a 
visit.  Don’t miss the museum 
in the courtyard – a memorial 
to the wagoners and carters, 
blacksmiths and saddlers who 
left the estate to guide horse-
drawn supply wagons around 
France during the First World 
War.

You don’t need any spiritual 
beliefs to enjoy following the 
Sykes Churches Trail. If you like 
the full Arts and Crafts treat-
ment, don’t miss St Michael’s at 
Garton-on-the-Wolds, where a 
traditional Norman church has 
had an eye-catching Victorian 

makeover.  I also liked the 
black-and-white mosaic floor 
in St Edith’s at Bishop Wilton – 
a shameless copy of a design in 
the Vatican.

But if you want to see East 
Yorkshire through Hockney’s 
eyes, you will have to search 
for the less-obvious – not just 
those three elusive trees, but 
The Tunnel outside Kilham vil-
lage, where parallel hedgerows 
curve towards each other over 
a straight, grassy track. And 
Woldgate, a lane that follows 
a prehistoric trail between 
Kilham and Bridlington.

Pass by in a hurry and the 
beauty of the ordinary prob-
ably won’t even register. But 
stop to look closely and you 
soon start to appreciate the 
finer detail.   

I find myself noticing the tex-
ture of fallen trees as I walk and 
the colour palette of cultivated 
fields. I look at the shape of the 
woodland and the angles of the 
byways.  

I’m no artist, but suddenly 
I’m able to see with a paint-
er’s eye – and here in East 
Yorkshire, it’s a very fine view 
indeed.

n For general information and  
to download the Hockney leaflet, go to  
www.visithullandeastyorkshire.com.   

All pictures © Gillian Thornton

Where I stayed 
Wolds Edge luxury self- 
catering lodges in Bishop 
Wilton… five spacious 
timber properties with 
decking terrace in an 
orchard setting.  
www.woldsedge.co.uk.   
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Above, a colourful entrance to a walled garden at Sledmere. Below, the  
chocolate-box perfection of the village of Warter.
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Horseshoe sleeps 1- 4 Paul Pry sleeps 1- 5

Contact Mr T & Mrs M Gill Tel 07966 222560
E-mail enquiries@ludlow-selfcatering.co.uk  Website www.ludlow-selfcatering.co.uk

Paul Pry

Horseshoe Cottage

Horseshoe Cottage and Paul Pry
are well-equipped and comfortable holiday cottages
that make ideal bases for exploring the surrounding
beautiful Shropshire and Welsh countryside.
Both are close to the centre of Ludlow, in quiet
locations only a short walking distance from
shops, pubs, restaurants and the ancient market
town’s many attractions. 
They have been beautifully restored and 
modernised to retain their historic character, with
exposed beams, period fireplaces and antique
furniture. They include everything you need for a
relaxing break, with the added bonus of private
gardens for sunny days in. They also have
TV/video/CD and laundry facilities. Paul Pry has
free WiFi.

� Perfect location for touring the area 
� Beautifully restored homes in historic settings
� Electricity, gas central heating & bed linen included
� Parking

Prices from £315 per week
Short breaks from £149 for 2 nights, 2 people

Ludlow Self Catering Holiday Cottages

Call Diane Hobbs, Cottage Specialist
01458 - 273105 
email: diane@gomediapublishing.com
www.govillasandcottages.co.uk

COT TAGES · HOUSES · APARTMENTS · VILLAS

We are happy to help -
Our World is 

your Holiday

Alnwick Castle, Northumberland



Northern delights
HERE’S a question to 

have them scratching 
their heads at the pub’s quiz 
night. Which county has 
two areas of outstanding 
natural beauty, one national 
park and the clearest night 
skies in England?  

Still stumped? It is England’s 
northernmost county, the least 
densely populated and the one 
with most castles. 

Not sure yet? OK – I’ll let you 
into the secret. 

Northumberland is less than 
an hour from Newcastle, yet a 
million miles from the hustle 
and bustle of urban life. 

It is 2,000 square miles of 
dazzling landscapes, empty 
roads, breathtaking views, and 
bucketloads of history – from 
the monastic traditions of 
Lindisfarne to the battles that 
carved England’s border with 
Scotland. 

It’s also the place where 
you can take part in a puffin 
festival, eat Craster kippers, go 
stargazing or have supper in a 
lighthouse.  Few have discov-
ered this Northern delight, so 
here’s our guide to unlocking 
the secrets of a fabulous holi-
day in Northumberland. 

Patrick Kelly on 
the many joys of a 
holiday just south 
of the border

Coast
Northumberland’s 40 miles 

of coastline is an Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty. They 
use capital letters for a good 
reason. 

Rocky coves, sweeping sandy 
beaches and hidden inlets are 
punctuated by dramatic castles 
like Bamburgh and Dunstan-
burgh, which offer eye-pop-
ping views across a coastline 
split open by the Great Whin 
Sill, where ancient black basalt 

rears from the land to meet 
the sea.  Beautiful, wild and 
unspoilt... exactly what it says 
on the tin. 

Luckily, most of this remote 
landscape, which runs in a nar-
row strip from Berwick upon 
Tweed to the Coquet Estuary 
near the delightfully named 
Amble-by-the Sea, is walkable.  

Strike out along the Nor-
thumberland Coast Path 
and see for yourselves those 
beaches, the rolling dunes, 
the castle-topped cliffs and 
wildlife-rich islands.

Taste the freshly-caught fish 
in the little ports of Seahouses 
or Craster and sup a pint from 
the Ship Inn at Low Newton 
while contemplating the 
waves.  Spend some time in 
the magical atmosphere of 
Holy Island, where the ruins 
of Lindisfarne Priory stand 
as a memorial to the dawn of 
Christianity in Britain.

Parks and forest
Not all the beauty is confined 

to the coast. Northumberland 

National Park and Kielder Wa-
ter and Forest Park are a feast 
for the senses and offer some 
of the best walking, mountain 
biking, birdwatching and 
kayaking in the country. 

Kielder Forest Park is the 
most tranquil place in England, 
according to the Campaign 
for the Protection of Rural 
England.  Here, you will find 
the largest area of protected 
night sky in Europe. No wonder 
stargazers from all over the 
world gather here to enjoy an 
astronomic experience for little 
more than the price of a pair of 
binoculars and a deckchair.  

You can stay in a self-ca-
tering lodge in the forest and 
enjoy an indoor heated swim-
ming pool and sauna, restau-
rant and bar, not to mention 
tuition in a range of activities 
from archery to snorkelling. 

Away from Kielder, the mag-
nificent Cheviot Hills have rock 
climbing or horse riding for the 
energetic; or for those who pre-
fer a more relaxed approach, a 
stroll amongst the shops in the 
pretty market town of Wooler. 

‘2,000 square miles of dazzling land-
scapes, empty roads, breathtaking views, 
and bucketloads of history’

History
From the Roman invasion to 

murderous raids by the Border 
Reivers in the 16th century, re-
minders of Northumberland’s 
embattled past can be seen 
everywhere.  

Top of the list is Hadrian’s 
Wall, which snakes for 73 miles 
across the countryside, dotted 
with milecastles, turrets and 
forts.  

There are a clutch of muse-
ums along the route and at the 
quirkily-named Once Brewed 
Centre, they have all the 
information you need about 
this extraordinary monument 
to Roman Britain.  

The market town of Alnwick 
is a must for Harry Potter fans, 
because it’s at Alnwick Castle 
where many scenes in Hog-
warts were set. 

The town also hosts the 
world’s biggest tree house at 
Alnwick Garden and Barter 
Books, one of the UK’s largest 
second-hand bookshops. The 
latter is housed in a former 
railway station (a model rail-
way runs along the top of the 
bookstacks!) and is the original 
home of the very first Keep 
Calm and Carry On poster.

Norham Castle guards a 
tranquil bend in the River 
Tweed but during the border 
wars between England and 
Scotland, it was besieged no 
less than 13 times, including a 
year-long siege by Robert the 
Bruce in 1318. 

Above left, a forest lodge in Kielder combines a get-away-from-it-all location with a little luxury. Right, Kielder Forest Park is also a popular destination for mountain 
biking enthusiasts. Below, the village of Seahouses offers both coastal views and good, traditional food at eateries such as The Olde Ship Hotel (inset). 
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A trip to Belsay is a superb 
family day out. You can explore 
a grand medieval castle, a mag-
nificent Jacobean mansion and 
the 19th century Belsay Hall, 
an architectural masterpiece 
which presents art exhibitions. 

The huge grounds feature 
ravines, pinnacles and exotic 
plants and a myriad of suitable 
spots for your picnic. 

More recent history can be 
seen at Woodhorn Museum, 
near what was once Britain’s 
biggest pit village.  

This award-winning muse-
um gives an insight into the life 
of the local mining commu-
nities – through entertaining 
and interactive displays. You 
can join in a brass band, design 
your own miners’ banner and 
even share a joke with Wood-
horn’s comedian-in-residence. 

Wildlife 
While the human population 

may be sparse in Northumber-
land, wildlife is abundant.

One of the best wildlife 
experiences is a trip to the 
Farne Islands, where 160,000 
seabirds make their home in 
the breeding season. 

More than 23 species can be 
seen here – from puffins to oys-
tercatchers, and cormorants to 
kittiwakes. 

A boat from Seahouses 
harbour will take you there but 
if you make landfall, wear a hat 
– the Arctic terns let you know 
you’re on their territory!

Hareshaw Linn, once a hive 
of heavy industry, is now a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest 
where badgers and rare species 
of bat have made their homes. 

Kielder Water & Forest 
Park has no less than half of 
England’s native red squirrel 
population and on a good day, 
you can also spot ospreys, 
pipistrelle bats, roe deer, salm-
on and otters. 

Take an experienced guide 
- like former forest ranger 
Patrick Norris – and you are 
guaranteed a close-up view of 
the local fauna that even David 
Attenborough would envy. 

Not exactly wild – but 
certainly a little crazy – is 
Northumberlandia (the “Lady 
of the North”) near Cramling-
ton, a huge land sculpture in 
the shape of a reclining female 
figure.

Made of 1.5 million tonnes 

of earth, the lady is 112 feet 
high and 1,300 feet long and 
is according to her creators, is 
the world’s largest landscape 
replica of the female body. 

Food and drink
Northumberland’s unique 

countryside has attracted a 
new generation of chefs and 
food producers who are estab-
lishing this as a great culinary 
county.

At Vallum Farm, Peter and 
Vicky Moffit make thick and 
creamy ice cream from the 
milk of their pedigree herd and 
serve it in their tea room at Bel-
ford, near Hadrian’s Wall. The 
lemon meringue is particularly 
delicious. 

The Barn at Beal, an excellent 
farm-owned restaurant/café in 
a renovated 19th-century cart 
shed, throws in stunning views 

of Holy Island for free.  

Just outside Berwick, in the 
village of Horncliffe, is the 
Chainbridge Honey Farm, 
which has a delightful café 
and observation hive where a 
colony of bees can be viewed 
safely behind glass.

Look out for the handiwork 
of the Northumberland Cheese 
company who hand-make, 
wrap and sell a full range of 16 
farmhouse cheeses. 

More traditional fare is 
available at Seahouses, worth 
visiting for the fish and chips in 
the Neptune Fish Restauraunt 
or a pint of local ale in the Old 
Ship Hotel, a pub crammed 
with characters with many a 
fishy tale to tell, if you have 
time for a jar. 

A different Ship Inn – at 
Low Newton – serves crab and 
homemade pasta; the crab is 
landed at the bay that you can 

see from the pub window. 

Just down the coast, Craster 
is the place for smoked kippers 
served up with buttered 
brown bread, while for that 
traditional cuppa, try the Earl 
Grey Teahouse at Howick Hall, 
owned by descendants of the 
titular nobleman himself.

Two outstanding pub 
restaurants can be found at the 
Feathers Inn in Hedley on the 
Hill and the Battlesteads Hotel 
in Wark-on-Tyne, near Hex-
ham, where the owners source 
all the restaurant produce from 
within a 50-mile radius of their 
village.

Other top destinations for 
a pint and a bite to eat are the 
Mizen Head in Bamburgh, the 
Joiners Arms in Newton-by-
the-Sea, the Boathouse in Wyl-
am and the Cook and Barker 
Inn at Newton-on-the-Moor.

The pretty market town of Wooler is just one of many destinations for a lively day trip.
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AT ALMOST six square miles, and with a 
maximum depth of more than 200 feet, 
Windermere is the largest natural lake in 
England, so where better to try your hand 
at watersports?  

The lake is dotted with canoes and sail 
boats throughout the year, but the less 
common sports of wakeboarding and 
stand-up paddleboarding are increasing in 
popularity. 

Thanks to the lack of tides or currents, 
the calm, flat water makes the lakes ideal 
for beginners, and there are many sailing 
and watersports schools where you can 
have lessons from qualified instructors, or 
simply hire the equipment and head out 

Lucy Higgins has five reasons why we should love England’s Lake District  

Why I’m a Lakes lover

3

4

2

5

1 Watersports

onto the lakes to give your chosen sport a 
try.  

If you’d rather stay on dry land, the 
fishing opportunities are plentiful – so you 
could try catching something to barbecue 
for dinner. There are so many scenic, 
tranquil fishing spots to choose, but be 
aware that in most destinations in the Lake 
District, you’ll need a permit and perhaps 
also a rod licence, so check it out before 
you cast your line. 

THE POPULARITY of the area grew in 
the 19th century, when poets of the 
Romantic school discovered the beauty 
of the untamed countryside – areas that 
were previously viewed as dangerous and 
uncivilized. 

The Lake District has various artistic 
and literary connections, including 

Weather

Food

Wildlife

The poets

William Wordsworth, who spent part of his 
childhood in Hawkeshead and described 
the area as ‘a sort of national property, 
in which every man has a right and an 
interest who has an eye to perceive and a 
heart to enjoy’. 

Wordsworth House (pictured), the 18th 
century Cockermouth mansion in which 
William was born, is open to the public.  

THE LAKE District is a wildlife haven. 
Bird-spotters in particular are in for a treat 
at Elter Water, near Ambleside, where 
whooper swans, as well as common mute 
species, can be found, thanks in part to 
the fact that no boats are allowed on the 
lake – it’s a supremely serene environment 
for the swans. 

The Lake District is one of the few 
regions where red squirrels still live in 
the wild, so head to Cumbria’s Whinlatter 
Forest or Dodd Wood, where they can be 
seen in the conifer trees. 

If you’re very lucky, you might spot 
a golden eagle at the RSPB reserve in 
Hawkeswater, near Penrith, though con-
servationists believe that the male which 
lives there now is the only resident golden 
eagle in England – so make sure you’re 
eagle-eyed!  

You might see otters in Windermere, and 
wild ponies in the hills.

AFTER a country walk, you’re bound to 
have worked up an appetite; there might 
be nothing you want more than a hearty 
pub meal. 

The Lake District is only too happy to 
oblige, with cosy pubs in every village, all 
ready to welcome muddy walkers, tired 
cyclists, wet dogs and noisy children. 

But what’s less well-known is the spread 
of gourmet cuisine. 

Foodies can now take their pick from 
five-star restaurants. Be sure to head to 
L’Enclume in Cartmel if you want to enjoy 
award-winning seasonal dishes. 

If you want authentic Lakeland tastes, 
you can’t go far wrong with Kendal Mint 
Cake, which is sure to keep you powered 
up as you hike around the hills.  Damsons 
are plentiful in the Lyth and Winster Val-
leys to the south of Kendal, and you’ll find 
that damson gin is a local speciality. 

KNOWN for its bracing walks, the Lake 
District is often somewhere people go to 
escape the bustle and grime of city life. 

Thoughts of camping, eating al fresco 
or a glass of wine under the stars sound 
idyllic, but they’re pleasures best suited 
to sunnier climes – and, unfortunately, 
sunshine isn’t always guaranteed in the 

north-west of England.  

Locals will tell you that it’s not unusual 
to experience all four seasons in one day in 
the Lakes, and the weather doesn’t always 
suit visitors’ plans. 

While the summer seasons are beauti-
ful, and renowned for the dappled light 
filtering through the trees, showers and 
imposing clouds only emphasise the 
magnificent scenery. 

The famous views are made even more 
striking by seeing the mountains shrouded 
in dramatic clouds, so make sure you pack 
your camera... and perhaps a raincoat!

Picture credits: Clouds – Tony West; Canoeing 
– Steve Barber; Wordsworth House – Dave Willis;  
Swans – Brian Sherwen; Scenery – Ben Barden. All 
images courtesy of www.golakes.co.uk

More information: www.visitcumbria.com
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MENTION the Scottish 
Highlands and most 

people think of majestic 
mountains, grand glens, 
sweeping lochs and lashings 
of local culture. 

The Highland resort town of 
Fort William, and the sur-
rounding Lochaber region, has 
all of these attractions in abun-
dance – with the  added bonus 
of world-class mountain biking 
and walking in the warmer 
months, plus superb skiing and 
snowboarding in winter.

Fort William itself is an ideal 
base, replete with souvenir 
shops, characterful pubs, well-
stocked outdoor stores and, 
handily, one of the best seafood 
restaurants in Scotland, the 
Crannog (www.crannog.net). 

Savouring a shellfish platter 
of local seafood, heaving with 
mussels, clams, langoustines, 
crab and lobster, before taking 
a cruise from the pier outside, 
is one of the quintessential 
Lochaber experiences and 
a great introduction to the 
region. 

The hulk of the UK’s highest 
mountain, Ben Nevis – which 
translates from Gaelic as the 
Mountain of Heaven – seems 
to rise into the heavens behind 

Head west for pleasure
Mountains, lochs, white sand beaches, 
islands, history and wildlife – Fort  
William and Lochaber on Scotland’s 
Atlantic coast has it all, plus thrills on 
wheels and skis. Robin McKelvie reports

Fort William as you ease away 
from the pier. 

Look out for herons, por-
poises and dolphins as you 
cruise along the banks of Loch 
Eil, buoyed by the captain’s 
colourful craic.

Back on land, just outside 
Fort William is the Nevis Range, 
perhaps the finest mountain 
adventure playground for all 
ages anywhere in the UK. 

At the base of the moun-
tains, you can learn the ropes 
– literally – on the new high 
wires course, or ease off on 
one of the green, blue and 
red mountain bike tracks that 
snake through the forests and 
lower slopes.

They also have a bike shop if 
you are looking to buy a serious 
bike or just want to rent all the 
gear, and there is a café, too. 
You can take on the services of 
a guide if you want to brush up 
on your two-wheeled skills.

If the thought of actually 

hiking up any of the mountains 
fills you with horror, you can 
savour the breathtaking expe-
rience of being 2,100ft high up 
on the slopes of Aonach Mor. 

Scotland’s only mountain 
gondola carries tourists, hikers 
and mountain bikers alike up 
in minutes. The views from the 
top are sublime, with the peaks 

and lochs of Lochaber stretching 
out all around. 

The panoramas can be enjoyed 
on one of the relatively short 
walks to a couple of viewpoints, 
or simply from the comfort of 
the Snowgoose Restaurant by the 
gondola station. 

More active types can use the 
gondola to access the serious-
ly-testing red mountain bike 
route that bashes off downhill 
from the top station. 

Even more experienced riders, 
equipped with body armour, can 
take on the world-famous orange 
downhill run. 

Suitably experienced and 
equipped hikers can also use the 

gondola as a quick head start 
when taking on the might of 
Aonach Mor and Aonach Beag, 
Scotland’s seventh and eighth 
highest mountains respective-
ly.

When the snows come, the 
Nevis Range often offers some 
of the best conditions in Eu-
rope for skiers and snowboard-
ers. The gondola whisks winter 
sports enthusiasts up (given its 
high capacity, there are seldom 
queues) and then a web of 11 
chairlifts takes you further up 
to the runs. 

There is a hire shop and a ski 
school where you can take your 
first tentative steps. Expert 
skiers in search of a challenge 
can try out the black runs and 
head off piste to enjoy the thrill 
of taking on virginal powder in 
the high corries.

From the heights of the Nevis 
Range, the rest of Lochaber 
tempts. Straight across silvery 
Loch Linnhe from Fort William 
is Ardnamurchan, a peninsula 
which is the most westerly 
point on the UK mainland. 
Out to sea are the Small Isles of 
Rum, Muck, Eigg and Canna. 

The most scenic drive in 
Lochaber is the famous Road 
to The Isles, from Fort William 
out to the white sands of the 
Atlantic coast and on to the 
fishing village of Mallaig.  

A highlight on this tourist 
route is Glenfinnan, where 
Bonnie Prince Charlie rallied 
the Highland clans one last 

time in 1745 before their ill-fat-
ed march south into England 
as far as Derby. 

It is an evocative spot 
and the stark memorial and 
illuminating visitor centre 
help to take you back to that 
fateful day when the skirl of the 
bagpipes echoed all around the 
glen and Loch Shiel. 

At Glenfinnan, there is also 
the viaduct made famous in 
the Harry Potter films – the 

21-arch span across the glen, 
unusually made of concrete 
by engineers McAlpine, can 
perhaps be best appreciated 
from Scotrail train services and 
especially the special Jacobite 
steam-hauled services which 
run from spring through to 
autumn.

Further west still are those 
starched white sand beaches, 
which starred so memorably 
alongside Burt Lancaster in the 
film Local Hero. 

Mile upon mile of pristine 
sand ripples along the dunes 
between Arisaig and Morar, 
with the Small Isles blinking 
back across the Atlantic. 

It’s the perfect spot to 
raise a toast to Fort William 
and Lochaber – a region of 
Scotland that has so many 
of its greatest charms in one 
handily compact area.

All pictures © Robin McKelvie

Want to know more? 
www.visitscotland.com
www.nevisrange.co.uk

Above, Ben Nevis towers above Fort William. Below, the Lochaber area is a paradise for those who love exploring the 
great outdoors, whether astride a mountain bike, strapped to a pair of skis or simply on foot.

The seafood at The Crannog restaurant is mouth-wateringly good.
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Fort William The Logs

sleeps up to 10

Contact Anne & Alistair Smyth Tel/fax 01397 702 532
E-mail thelogs@scotland-info.co.uk Website www.scotland-info.co.uk/TheLogs

� Quiet rural setting with views of
Ben Nevis

� 5 minutes from Fort William
� Ideal for discovering the West

Highlands of Scotland
� Fuel, gas, electricity, bedlinen,

duvets & towels included 

The Logs is a detached Norwegian-style log house
situated 3 miles north of Fort William in a quiet
rural setting with panoramic views of the rocky
face of Ben Nevis and the ski slopes of Aonach Mor. 
The comfortable accommodation includes a 
spacious lounge with gallery sitting room over,
dining room, well-equipped breakfast kitchen, 6
bedrooms, 2 of which are en suite, and a bathroom.
There is a wood-burning stove in the lounge, gas
central heating, 2 TVs, DVD, video and CD player.
The large garden and patio area is bordered by
the remnants of the old Caledonian pine forest.

Prices from:
£750 - £1,350

Short breaks for 3 or 4 nights from: 
£490

� � / � � �sleeps 4-6

Contact Mrs Sue Cameron Tel/fax 01972 510321
E-mail info@ockleholidays.co.uk

Website www.ockleholidays.co.uk

Visit Ockle and experience the breathtaking beauty of 
Ardnamurchan, with abundant flora and fauna, hidden
bays, magnificent views of the Inner Hebrides, unforgettable
sunsets over the sea and, above all, peace and tranquillity.
Our 3 cottages are fully equipped and sited in their own
gardens on a working farm.
Tigh Dochie (sleeps 4) is a small secluded bungalow with
kitchen, lounge/dining room, bathroom and 2 bedrooms.
Burnside (sleeps 4) is a recently modernised croft house on
the hillside above a wooded burn. Accommodation includes
a kitchen/dining room, bathroom, lounge and 2 bedrooms.
Sruthan Ruadh (sleeps 6) has 1 bedroom, bathroom and
kitchen/dining room on the ground floor, a mezzanine level
with large lounge and patio, and 2 bedrooms (1 en suite) on
the upper floor. Its large garden is ideal for children and
dogs to play in. 

� Beautiful area of Scotland with breathtaking views
� Ideal location for walking, birdwatching, fishing,

swimming, sailing
� Take the ferry to the Isle of Mull
� Brochure available

Ardnamurchan
Ockle Holidays

Prices from £ 240 - £ 600 per week
Mini breaks out of season from £ 120 (3 days)

1-344-01 Ockle Holidays_Layout 1  21/02/2013  15:02  Page 1

A charming terrace of four new cottages, situated in a peaceful, elevated position overlooking
the village of Tarbert. Faced in Harris stone, they are full of character and decorated to an exacting
standard, each offering 900 sq ft of warmth and comfort. 
Each has a large reception room with dining area, fully-equipped kitchen, utility room, spacious
shower room and two twin bedrooms with washbasins. The cottages feature large picture windows,
tasteful soft furnishings and natural pine woodwork. Facilities include storage heating, washing
machine, TV, video, patio, garden and private parking. All linen is provided. The MacLeod family
offer a warm and helpful service, providing local information, 
and can advise on a wide range of activities.

Kirklea Cottages Tarbert, Isle of Harris

Contact Angus Macleod Tel 01859 502364 or 01859 502138 Fax 01859 502578
E-mail angus@hotel-hebrides.com Website www.hotel-hebrides.com

4 Cottages, each sleeping 4-6

� Perfect base for your holiday on Harris 
� Cottages can be booked together for larger parties
� Close to local shops, PO, ferry, Hotel Hebrides bar & restaurant 
� Good bus service to Stornoway & other parts of Harris & Lewis

Call for pr
ices 

& availabil
ity

�/� � � �sleeps 2-14

Gearrannan Blackhouse Village 5a Gearrannan, Carloway, Isle of Lewis HS2 9AL
Tel 01851 643416 Fax 01851 643488

E-mail info@gearrannan.com Website www.gearrannan.com

Nestling by an Atlantic bay in scenic surroundings on the west coast of the Isle of Lewis, Gearrannan
Blackhouse Village offers a range of self-catering thatched cottages ranging from 2 star group
accommodation sleeping 14, to 4 star family cottages. Individuals, families or groups can enjoy modern
comforts and complete relaxation in this beautifully restored crofting village.  Also included, budget
accommodation backpackers hostel. Within walking distance along the rugged coastline are two
of the finest beaches in Lewis, at Dalmore and Dalbeg. Also in the village are a cafeteria (seasonal),
a working museum and an interpretation area open to day visitors. 

Gearrannan Blackhouse Village Isle of Lewis

Newly refurbished Hostel at Gearrannan Blackhouse Village,
sleeps up to 13, facilities shared. From £15 per night.

Tel 028 4372 4348 Mobile 07710 615020 Email tory.bush@which.net  
See also www.holidayhomes-ireland.com · Tory Bush Cottages, 79 Tullyree Road, Bryansford, Newcastle, Co Down BT34 5LD

www.torybush.com

Tory Bush Cottages are a cluster of traditional cottages, located close to
Tollymore Forest Park in the heart of the Mourne Mountains looking over
one of the finest views in Ireland. Though only 4 miles from the lively resort
of Newcastle they are ideally placed for hillwalking (Grid Ref 318 324),
located only 600 metres from the Ulster Way and entry to the High Mournes. 
Most of the cottages have a large sitting room with a vaulted ceiling and
an open fire. All beds can be used as twin singles or as a double.

Nr Newcastle, Co Down Tory Bush Cottages

� Perfect location for walking,
climbing, cycling, pony trekking,
boating & golf

� Panoramic views from Tollymore
Forest Park – listed in the top 20
of Britain’s picnic sites

� Mourne Mountains with 12 peaks
including N Ireland’s highest
mountain

� 2, 3 & 4 bedroom cottages
� Short breaks available
� Fully equipped kitchens
� Both main & en suite bathrooms

in each cottage
� Private off-road parking
� Cots & highchairs provided
� Managed on environmental 

principles

Prices from£230-£560 per week

1-359-01 Tory Bush Cottages_Layout 1  14/02/2013  18:32  Page 1

� Choice of sandy beaches nearby 
� Riding for all ages & abilities
� Watersports, sea & lake fishing
� Idyllic walking, from gentle strolls to 

challenging hill treks
� 6 varied golf courses within 1 hour
� Historic sights & tropical gardens
� Rowing boat available (at your own risk)

Castlecove, Ring of Kerry PIER COTTAGE

For more information and availability visit: www.westcove.ie e-mail info@westcove.ie  tel +44 (0)1420 23113. 

PIER COTTAGE is situated at Westcove, overlooking the beautiful Kenmare
Estuary and just off the famous Ring of Kerry between Sneem and Waterville.
It consists of an adjoining pair of stone coastguard cottages sensitively modernised, 20
metres from its own shingle beach. It can be rented throughout the year as 2 totally
independent units, or as one interconnecting cottage sleeping up to 11 (West End up to
7, East End up to 4). Each has an open fire, TV/DVD, radio/CD player, laundry facilities,
barbecue and garden furniture. Electricity (heating), turf and all bedding and towels
included. Cot, highchair and babysitting available.

Price from e 360 per week (single unit)

sleeps up to 11

� � � � / � � � � �

� 4 & 5 star NITB award winner 2011 
� BHS-approved riding centre on site
� 20 minutes from the Giant’s Causeway and

Bushmills Old Distillery
� Choice of 7 golf courses in surrounding area, 

including Royal Portrush

Portrush/Coleraine, Co Antrim Maddybenny Mews

sleeps 9, 8 & 6

Contact Karen White
Tel 028 7082 3394 Fax 028 7082 2177 E-mail cottages@maddybenny.com Website www.maddybenny.com

Maddybenny is a working farm and equestrian centre with 50 horses. 
The award-winning B&B and holiday cottages are set in mature
gardens with views over Portrush and the coast.
Rose and Fairythorn are 5-star and sleep 9. Open-plan living/
dining with sea views. TV/DVD/Freeview. Fully equipped kitchen
with dishwasher, fridge/freezer. Separate laundry with washing
machine and drier. All en suite with one wheelchair friendly bathroom.
Our 8-person cottages have 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms; one of
these is wheelchair friendly. 
Two of our 6-person cottages have 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms.
Our last 6-person cottage has 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom and 2 toilets.
All cottages have linen supplied, open-plan living/dining areas,
fully equipped kitchens, gas central heating and TV/DVD with 
freeview. Cots and highchairs at no extra charge. Garden furniture
and barbecues for guest use and playground equipment for the 
little ones.

Prices from £350 - £950 per week

� 2 miles from Blue Flag beaches and strands
� 2 miles from University of Ulster
� 50 mins from Belfast & 

40 mins from Londonderry

Blue Insurance offering exciting Travel 
Insurance solutions in partnership with Go Holiday

www.govillasandcottages.co.uk

Call Diane Hobbs, Cottage Specialist
01458 - 273105 
email: diane@gomediapublishing.com
www.govillasandcottages.co.uk

COT TAGES · HOUSES · APARTMENTS · VILLAS

We are happy to help -
Our World is 

your Holiday



‘The mountain village of 
Valldemossa was the  
inspiration for some of 
Frederick Chopin’s best-
loved famous preludes – 
and it’s easy to see why’

Words and pictures  
by Kathryn Liston 

THE TRANQUILITY of Bunyola was 
shattered as the old train thun-

dered into the mountainside station, 
its whistle announcing the arrival of 
the 10.50am from Palma. Then came 
a mad dash for seats on the Tren de 
Sóller.

We settled into one of the polished 
wooden carriages near the front just as a 
toot on the guard’s whistle signalled our 
departure for Sóller. 

Once up to speed, the electric nar-
row-gauge train rocked and rolled rhyth-
mically through the Sierra de Alfàbia 
mountain range – a journey it’s been 
making since 1912, when it was built to 
carry oranges to Palma.

A cool breeze wafted through open 
windows as we trundled past peaks, pines 
and pink and purple bougainvillea. Thirty 
minutes and 17 miles later, we were in 
Sóller, where we left the train and boarded 
a 1913 electric tram for a ride past 18th 
century mansion houses and down to the 
port.  If you want to return on the next 
train back, there’s still time to stroll down 
to a café in the square for a glass of the 
freshly-squeezed orange juice for which 
Sóller is famous.

 �www.trendesoller.com/en

Scenic thrills

DON’T be fooled into thinking that the 
Faro de Formentor lighthouse is a short, 
easy drive from Formentor beach. 

Our villa’s visitor’s book warned that the 
eight mile journey along the peninsula is 
a scary ride... and it was!  There are sheer 
1,300ft drops to a glacier-like sea at every 
twist and turn. 

Formentor itself was beautiful, with 
pine-shaded golden sands and awesome 
views across the Badia de Pollenca. No 
wonder it’s frequented by royalty and 
film stars. We had a relaxed – if expensive 
– lunch on squishy sofas at a beachside 
café and a dip in the shallow waters before 
heading off along the narrow headland.

The cliffs plunge straight into the sea, 
and the road’s hairpin bends are terrify-
ingly sharp, and often without barriers. 
Drivers require nerve and concentration, 
and nervous passengers shouldn’t look 
down.

Thirty minutes later, we arrived at the 
century-old lighthouse on the rocks at 
Majorca’s most northerly point. 

All aboard for Majorca! 

There’s nothing much to see in the light-
house itself, only a café – it’s the wonderful 
scenery that makes the nerve-wrenching 
journey worthwhile.

Musical mountains

THE MOUNTAIN village of Valldemossa 
was the inspiration for some of Frederick 
Chopin’s best-loved famous preludes – and 

it’s easy to see why. Awe-inspiring vistas 
of forested hills and mountain summits 
surround the composer’s cell at the 
Carthusian Monastery, Real Cartuja de 
Valldemossa. 

It’s here that he spent the winter of 1838 
with the feminist writer and novelist, 
George Sand, in the hope that the highland 
air would cure his tuberculosis. 

Cell 4 – now a three-roomed museum 
and garden – features Chopin’s scores, his 
Pleyel piano sent from Paris, his death 
mask and letters. The Third Scherzo was 
among the works he finished here. 

Sand’s manuscripts, detailed financial 
accounts and letters are also on display, 
along with her novel A Winter in Majorca. 

 �www.cartujadevalldemossa.com

Gothic splendour

WE ALMOST lost ourselves in the narrow, 
cobbled streets of Old Palma, but it was 
impossible to miss the Gothic Cathedral, 
La Seu, above the harbour.

Built over 300 years between the 14th 
and 17th centuries, it has a vast nave and 
61 stained glass windows. The 14th centu-
ry Rose Window, with 1,236 pieces of glass, 
is one of the world’s largest.

Here, you’ll also see Antoni Gaudi’s most 
controversial work – the huge, unfinished 
Crown of Thorns made from cardboard 

and cork – above the altar. 

Our stroll through the Old Town was 
wonderful. Take a look behind the facades 
and you’ll find a hidden world of Gothic 
arches, Renaissance stairways, court-
yards and beautifully-carved wooden 
doors – and traditional tiled tapas bars too 
tempting to resist. 

We feasted on garlic prawns, squid and 
spicy sausage with chorizo to the tune of 
clattering plates and clinking wine glasses. 
Salud!

 �www.catedraldemallorca.info

Where I stayed...

Vintage Travel’s Villa Marvil 
really was a marvel. Rural, 
yet only two miles from lively 
Pollensa in north-east  
Majorca, we awoke each 
morning to cockerels crow-
ing and the sun streaming 
through open shutters.
The two-bedroom villa oozed 
rustic charm: polished ceiling 
beams, local ceramics and 
a garden with fruit-laden fig 
tree. A decent sized  
swimming pool, brick-built 
BBQ, comfortable sun 
loungers and dining table 
catered superbly for outdoor 
living.  A week at Villa Marvil 
costs from £395 in March. 
More details from Vintage 
Travel on 01954 261431, or 
visit www.vintagetravel.co.uk

...and how I got there

I flew to Palma with easyJet 
from Gatwick. easyJet has 
72 flights a week to Palma 
from 11 UK airports. Fares 
start from £27.99 one-way 
including taxes (two people 
travelling together).
www.easyjet.com

Above, Kathryn Liston gets on the right track with the Tren de Sóller. Below, one of the stunning views from 
Chopin’s mountain retreat of Valldemossa.

The roads around Cap Formentor are not for the faint-hearted – but the views make it worth the scare.
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Contact: Gill Johnson Holiday Villas • Tel: +44 (0) 1245 361 277 • Mobile: +44 (0) 7833 318 178
Email: gill@holidayvillas.co.uk • Website: www.nerjaholidayvillas-apartments.com

Quality apartments, villas and town houses close to beach, 
countryside or town locations. Also golfing holidays.

Excellent value holidays offering high quality accommodation with communal pools and/or private pools.
We can arrange transfers from Malaga airport or car hire and we have a link on our website to a selection
of flights at competitive prices.

• Nerja • Burriana Beach
• Frigiliana • Marbella 
• Mijas • Estepona 
• Puerto Banus
• Elviria • Calahonda

1-7 Bedrooms -

Gill Johnson SPANISH HOLIDAY VILLASSPANISH HOLIDAY VILLAS

6
accommodates

�  New luxury 2-bedroom apartment with
stunning seaview

�  Set on first floor with lift access
�  1 double & 1 twin bedroom + 1 double sofabed
�  Lounge opens onto a large balcony 

overlooking large pool
�  Fully-fitted kitchen with microwave 

& dishwasher 
�  Utility room with washing machine

�  Fully air-conditioned
�  TV & DVD
�  Alicante airport 30-40 minutes
�  Benidorm 10 minutes
�  El Campello 20 minutes
�  Close to sandy beaches
�  Close to bars & restaurants
�  Close to hypermarket & shopping mall

Villajoyosa – typical Spanish fishing town with a busy fishing port and beautiful sandy beach.
Bubbly Benidorm – beautiful beaches, numerous bars/restaurants and lively nightlife, plus
Aqualandia & Terra Mitica theme park.
Beautiful El Campello – known for its soft sandy beach with numerous bars and restaurants.
Train along the beach from Alicante to Benidorm with stops at every beach.

Luxury Seaview Apartment Villajoyosa, nr Benidorm
Price per week

Low   Nov - Mar         £200
Mid    Apr, Sept, Oct £235
High  May - Aug        £265

2nd apartment available 
No. 60 on the ground floor, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, gym,
Jaccuzi & swimming pool, just
opposite the balcony at an
extra cost of £20 per week

...
Lo

ca
l a

re
a 
...

LONG LETS AT DISCOUNTED PRICES EG. 6 MONTHS AT £575/MONTH

Tel 01702 584133 Mobile 07939 013487 or 07939 013488
Email drbagha@gmail.com

2-656-01 Luxury Seaview Apartment_Layout 1  15/02/2013  20:21  Page 1

accommodates

built to a high specification and set in
its own grounds with a large, private
swimming pool, terraces (some
shaded) and barbecue. The pool is
floodlit. There are magnificent views
overlooking the sea, mountains and
the attractive village of Moraira, with
its weekly market. 
The villa is 30 minutes from the Terra
Mitica entertainment complex, and
many good restaurants are within
easy walking distance, as is the sea.
Golf, tennis and watersports all
available locally. Air conditioning and
central heating available.
Accommodation: large lounge; separate
dining room; well-equipped kitchen,
master bedroom with en suite bathroom
and private balcony; 4 further big
bedrooms, two of which have en suite
bathrooms; separate bathroom;
cloakroom; and a white marble 
staircase. Sleeps 12 comfortably
without sofas or bunk beds. Facilities
include washing machine, dishwasher
and TV. Sun terrace and covered 
balcony on first floor. 
A cot and high-chair are available.

Villa Rascat Moraira

Contact Clive/Marjorie Cooper
Tel 01892 548867 E-mail clive@morairavillasltd.com Website www.morairavillasltd.com12

LUXURIOUS VILLA

Low season £ 750 - £ 800
Mid season £ 950
High season £ 1000 - £1850

2-663-01 Villa Rascat_Layout 1  15/02/2013  20:27  Page 1

Stella Blanca Villas Torreblanca, Fuengirola, Costa del Sol

Three privately owned poolside villa apartments situated
in a select residential development on the outskirts of
Fuengirola. Each villa has two bedrooms, bathroom,
open plan kitchen, living room with terrace or balcony
and satellite TV. They all overlook a large swimming pool

in tropical gardens. An easy walk to the beach, shops, restaurants, bars, banks etc. Buses and trains five minutes’
walk. Numerous golf courses and places to visit. Ideal accommodation for all ages. 
All three villas can be booked for large parties or families. Special winter rates for long stays.

For brochure and further details contact Philippa Douglas Tel 01179 865742 Mobile 07774 935156 E-mail pjdouglas@hotmail.com

Low Season     from £ 200
High Season   from £ 300

2-671-01 Stella blanca villas_Layout 1  22/02/2013  19:43  Page 1 Contact Walter Aertsen Tel 0034 686 960 826  Fax 0034 952 800 876
E-mail office@esteponaservices.com  Website www.esteponaservices.com

Belgravia Club – large luxury townhouse

B  eautifully renovated, luxuriously furnished 3
bedroom, 2 bathroom townhouse with lounge,
dining room and living room with unobstructed
views of the port of Estepona, Morocco and
Gibraltar. 
The property is set in the beautiful gardens of
the Belgravia Club with its own residents’
swimming pool, right on the coast. The
kitchen is fully equipped with a washing 
machine, dishwasher, tumble drier, microwave,
ceramic hob and oven. Bed linen, bath and
kitchen towels supplied. The marina, restaurants,
shops and beaches are only a few minutes’
walk away. A leisurely stroll along the promenade
takes you to Estepona’s old town with its
pretty squares, tapas bar, markets and nightlife.
Satellite TV (Astra) and stereo.

Puerto Estepona

Low season
e 700

Mid season
e 850

High season
e 1000

PRICES PER WEEK
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accommodates 2+2

Luxury apartment Denia, Costa Blanca

Contact Clive Harrison Mobile 07870 907181  Tel 01323 509709 
E-mail harrisondesign@hotmail.com

LOW SEASON
Nov-Feb                £ 140
MID SEASON
Mar, Apr, May, Oct  £ 180
HIGH SEASON
Jun, Sep              £ 220
PEAK SEASON
Jul-Aug                £ 260

This luxury apartment, on a hillside above
orange groves away from the town, is in a
complex of apartments and villas. Its large,
south facing balcony gets the sun all day
and overlooks five swimming pools which
cascade into each other. Tennis, horse 
riding, volleyball, table tennis, children’s
play area, shops and restaurants are all
within 200 metres and there’s easy access

to a championship golf course. There are
walks and beautiful scenery nearby.
On the first floor, the apartment offers a
twin bedroom, bathroom and a lounge/dining/
kitchen area fully equipped to provide all
the necessary home comforts and including
a double bed settee. Large table, sunchairs
and umbrella provided on balcony. Private
parking.

Contact Gary Mobile 07766 948519  or Bradley 07831 780077
Email garypalmer2003@hotmail.com  · bradleypalmer@sky.com · info@villasavailablelanzarote.com

£700 per week £600 per week

Located in the exclusive area of Los 
Mojones in Puerto del Carmen, this
spacious brand new villa is luxuriously
furnished and has a large patio area
with private solar heated pool and sea
views. The master bedroom has views
over both the pool and the sea, together
with satellite TV, dressing area and en
suite bathroom with Jacuzzi bath and
two showers. The large living room has
satellite TV and french doors opening
onto the pool area and there are pool
and sea views from the dining room.
There is a fully equipped kitchen. Just a
ten minute walk away is the Old Town
Harbour with many fine restaurants and
bars. The main seafront promenade of
Puerto del Carmen is just a fifteen 
minutes’ walk. 

This private two bedroom, two bathroom
villa is located in the Los Pocillos area
of Puerto del Carmen. It is an eight
minute walk to the main shops, bars
and restaurants, and just a three
minute walk to the beach. This villa
has its own private heated pool and a
large patio area. The en suite master
bedroom has a double bed and large
fitted wardrobes with safe. The second
bedroom has twin beds and large fitted
wardrobes. The lounge has satellite TV.
There is also a fully equipped kitchen. 

Luxurious villa situated in the Los Pocillos
area of Puerto del Carmen. Just a three
minute walk to the beach and an eight
minute walk to the restaurants and
shops. This two bedroom, two bathroom
villa has two patio areas, one with its
own private heated pool with large 
sunbathing terrace and the other with
outdoor sunken Jacuzzi. Both bedrooms
have french doors, one opening onto
the pool and the other opening onto
the Jacuzzi. The lounge has a leather
suite and digital satellite TV. There is a
fully equipped kitchen with breakfast
bar. The master bedroom has a superking
size bed and large fitted wardrobes with
fitted safe and en suite bathroom. The
second bedroom has twin beds and
large fitted wardrobes. This villa has a
mature garden and off street parking.

Located within a stone’s throw of Casa
Pipa and Casa Juliana, this luxurious
two bedroom villa has a covered 
outdoor eating area and private
sunken Jacuzzi and patio. Just behind
the villa is a shared pool and large
sunbed area. Both of the bedrooms
have twin beds and large fitted
wardrobes with a safe. The marble
bathroom has a double sink unit,
bath, shower, WC and bidet. There is a
fully equipped kitchen with breakfast
bar. The lounge has a leather suite
and digital satellite TV.

Casa Rosa

Casa Juliana Casa Latino

Casa Pipa

Villa Touch of Class
Casa Charlotte

Villa Chartom & Villa Asdey

www.villasavailablelanzarote.com

accommodates

£600 per week

accommodates

£400 per week

From £800 per week·accommodate 4-8

accommodates

accommodates

Contact for more 
pictures of these

new villas

   ABTOT 5042

www.bartleholidays.co.uk
✆01732 851172

No-one knows 
Menorca better
Great accommodation 
hand-picked for you.

YEARS

B
A

RTLE HOLID

AY
S 

• 
B

A
RT

LE HOLIDAYS •

•  Best beach & country locations

•  Villa holidays tailored to suit your requirements

•  Long-established company with in-depth local knowledge

•  Financial protection as standard

•  Customer service award winner

•  Accommodation regularly inspected

•  Prices from just £199

Menorca & Majorca

Tel 0845 470 4770
or +44 (0)1243 373500

enquiries@finishingtouch.co.uk

Make Finishing Touch Holidays your
number one choice for your villa holiday

LANZAROTE · FUERTEVENTURA · ALGARVE · IBIZA

W W W. F I N I S H I N G T O U C H . C O . U K

A selection of very special, privately owned villas, ranging
from small and romantic villas for couples, to large

and imposing country houses, accommodating up to 12.
Each villa is equipped to the highest standards with private
pool, BBQ and wonderful views. Each has its own individual

style and they are set in various idyllic locations to suit
your particular requirements and tastes.

We can arrange car hire or Private transfers for you at
reasonable rates and advise on flights if required. 

No canvassers, please.

For details and to e-mail see our website www.villas-menorca.com
or contact Deanne Tel 01579 320800

MENORCA

STUNNING VILLAS LOVELY POOLS
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Astbury Formentera  Tel 01642 210163 
E-mail: astbury@formentera.co.uk 

Website: www.formentera.co.uk  (brochure available on-line)

With its crystal clear water and miles of white sand as inviting as any beaches in the
world, Formentera offers a beautiful and unspoilt paradise in the Mediterranean.

    As specialists, we have some of the best quality villas and apartments available on the
island, all carefully chosen to ensure you have a good holiday. 

       For thirty years, we have provided a friendly, knowledgeable and personal service
when booking your holiday and during your stay on the island.

We look forward to arranging your next holiday to Formentera and sharing the secret with you.

Looking for your perfect Holiday Destination? Find it on-line here!
www.govillasandcottages.co.uk

Call Keith Burnell, Specialist for Villas - worldwide
01225 - 975937
email: keith@gomediapublishing.com
www.govillasandcottages.co.uk

Do YOU want to boost 
YOUR holiday bookings?

We are happy to help -
Our World is 

your Holiday

H O U S E S  ·  A PA RT M E N T S  ·  V I L L A S  ·  W O R L D W I D E
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accommodates

This sympathetically converted cottage with
private swimming pool is set in peaceful,
rural surroundings. It is only 5 minutes by car
from the charming market town of Loulé,
which is excellent for shopping and dining.
Faro airport and the coast are a 20 minute
drive. Car hire essential.

The cottage has 1 double bedroom, 1 twin
bedroom, large shower room and a comfortable
lounge. The fully equipped kitchen and dining
room are adjacent to the main house across
the shady covered terrace. 
A wood fire and electric radiators make it
cosy in low season.

Casa Martin is situated on high ground
amongst fields of almond, olive and fig trees
with views down to the coast. There are
traditionally tiled terraces surrounding the
house and a pool with plenty of outdoor
furniture. There is a large built-in barbecue
with tiled dining table and benches.

Casa Martin                                                                                        Nr Loulé

Welcome food hamper,
weekly linen change and

maid service. 
Thursday changeover.

Contact Hugh Cross Tel 020 7823 2032 (office hours)  or 020 7834 0277 E-mail hugh@hill-cross.com2-4

Low season
Oct - May   from £350
Mid season
Jun, Sep    from £475
High season
Jul              from £550
Peak season
Aug            from £625

2-639-01 Casa Martin_Layout 1  15/02/2013  20:01  Page 1

� Fine country house,
sensitively restored

� Flexible accommodation:
4 bedrooms,
3 bathrooms

� Air-conditioning
� Beautiful mature gardens
� Private pool(s)
� Optional barn conversion

(for 2-4 persons)
� Welcome pack
� Baby sitter available 
� Truly unspoilt village
� Walk to secluded beaches
� National Park
� Golf (concessions), bird

watching, fishing, riding

Casa dos Arcos West Algarve

Carmel Dalzell Tel 07731 842259 E-mail arcosfig@gmail.com   Website www.vilad.com

Low £420    Mid £460 -£590 High  £750      Peak  £1,250

accommodates 4 - 8

For full details and many photos, please view our website

www.vilad.com

An elegant, spacious house with lovely gardens and private
pool. Situated at the edge of an historic, genuinely unspoilt
coastal village, in the Algarve’s only conservation area. That rare
discovery – the best of both worlds.

Price per week:

12+ cot
accommodates

Casa Colleena Albufeira

Colleen Glyde Tel 01273 883667/8   Mobile 07795 437601
Email casacolleena@hotmail.com Website www.casacollena.co.uk

A beautiful, detached and privately owned villa. Set in its own level grounds offering complete
privacy, Casa Colleena is centrally located in a quiet Portuguese neighbourhood. There are
numerous bars and restaurants, including 3 supermarkets, only a walk away. Faro airport is a
40-minute drive. Albufeira is 5 minutes’ drive with the brand new marina just 4 minutes’
drive. A car is not necessary.
� Mini bus transfers/car hire arranged
� Beaches & restaurant a walk away
� Salgados Golf Club/crazy golf close by
� 4 double bedrooms/3 bathrooms
� Spacious open-plan lounge & dining room
� Maid service/English speaking agent
� Outside WC & barbecue house

� Large, private pool with lights
� Baby paddling pool with lights
� Barbecue, pergola, terraces
� Satellite TV/radio
� Modern, fully fitted kitchen
� Xmas & long lets available
� Suitable for disabled

Prices from £350-£1,399 per week

2-649-01 Casa Colleena_Layout 1  15/02/2013  20:02  Page 1

Blue Insurance offering exciting Travel 
Insurance solutions in partnership with Go Holiday

www.govillasandcottages.co.uk



IT’S PORTUGAL’S Land’s 
End – one long mean-

dering string of pristine 
beaches and coves, pretty 
harbours and cliffs sculpted 
into fantastic shapes, and 
for the most part south-fac-
ing. 

There are bustling resorts 
packed with family attractions, 
premier golf courses and 
superb holiday villas. 

Add the translucent light, the 
Atlantic breeze and 300 days of 
sunshine a year, and you can 
see why so many visitors return 
year after year. 

Sand and sea
CENTRALLY located on the 
south coast, Albufeira, the 
largest resort, has a glitzy strip 
buzzing with bars, restaurants 
and clubs – but how about 17 
Blue Flag beaches, backed by 
dunes, multi-coloured cliffs or 
dramatic rocks? 

From the smallest creek to 
the long stretches of Galé or 
Fisherman’s Beach, it’s golden 

Golden Algarve
The Algarve was 
named Europe’s 
Leading Beach 
Destination at the 
2013 World Travel 
Awards for the sec-
ond year running. 
What’s so special 
about it? Solange 
Hando finds out

‘Every village is worth a stop’

sands all the way.

Heading west, you reach 
Lagos, colourful, welcoming, 
flanked by spectacular scen-
ery and voted the world’s top 
rising destination (Trip Advisor 
2012). 

Beaches include Batata, just 
steps away from the town’s 
historical sights; Meia Praia, 
over two miles long; the shel-
tered Camilo, and Dona Ana, a 
photographers’ delight rivalled 
only by the cliffs of Ponta da 
Piedade.

You’ll find more gems along 
these shores, including the 
popular Praia da Rocha, and 
a few east of Faro, but if you 

prefer to get off the well-trod-
den track, the western Atlantic 
coast is for you. 

Battered by the ocean swell, 
this surfers’ paradise has re-
mote beaches and rugged cliffs 
protected by a nature reserve.

Fun for all
BUT the Algarve isn’t just about 
beaches. For a great family day 
out, try Krazy World in Algoz, 
which has swimming pools, 
mini-golf, tree climbing, pony 
trekking, plus Animal World, 

featuring creatures from para-
keets to camels and alligators.

Near Albufeira, the Aqua-
show Family Park has water 
slides and animal shows while 
the fantastic Zoomarine gives 
you the chance to swim with 
dolphins (minimum age six, 
book in advance), alongside 
other attractions including 
seals, sea lions, tropical birds 
and swimming pools.

Lagos has a small but lovely 
zoo – with lots of monkeys – or 
you can go karting in Almancil 
(with special karts for three to 

six-year-olds), hire bicycles, 
set off on a Jeep safari or book 
a cruise in search of dolphins 
and whales. 

But best of all, you could sail 
on a pirate ship, past pristine 
beaches and mysterious caves, 
and enjoy a dip in the ocean 
before heading home.

The great outdoors
LACED with freshwater lakes, 
saltpans, marshes and islands, 
the Ria Formosa Nature Park is 
a vast coastal lagoon stretching 
from Vale do Lobo to Manta 
Rota. Hire a canoe or sail in a 

traditional fishing boat and 
you might spot a swamp hen, 
a little tern, a Portuguese water 
dog or a flock of pink flamin-
gos. 

It’s a haven for migrating 
and wintering birds and there 
are hides, nature trails and 
fabulous sunsets.

For occasional or serious 
ramblers, the Algarve has 
coastal and inland trails. 

Spectacular coast walks often 
combine clifftop and beach, or 
you can drive inland to Mon-
chique and walk up to Foia, the 
Algarve’s highest point. 

Be prepared for steep 
stretches and out-of-bounds 
areas but at nearly 3,000ft you 
look out, on a clear day, from 
Faro, the region’s capital, to the 
Cape of São Vicente.

That’s the cape everyone 
raves about – it’s continental 
Europe’s most south-westerly 
point, and you just have to go 
there. 

Windblown, pounded by 
the sea, it’s a forbidding place 
where visitors might well be 
glad of the stalls selling fish-
ermen’s jumpers and woollen 
shawls, as they listen to tales of 
Henry the Navigator. 

A massive fortress looms 
across the bay and just along 
the coast, the tiny town 
of Sagres beckons, with al 
fresco cafés and superb surfing 
beaches.

Timeless Algarve
BEYOND the beaches, another 
Algarve dozes in the shade: 
timeless, authentic, dotted 
with white villages and market 
towns. 

Cool fountains gurgle on 
the squares full of bird song, 
traditional tiles gleam along 
the cobbled lanes and almond 

Want to know more? 
www.algarvetouristguide.com
www.visitportugal.com 

Clockwise from top 
left: the castle at 
Silves; lush country-
side near Querença; 
Ponta da Piedade; 
the small but delight-
ful port of Sagres, 
and some typically 
dramatic Algarve rock 
formations  
near Albufeira. 

Opposite page: top, 
a quiet stretch on the 
main beach at  
Albufeira; centre, an 
even quieter spot not 
far out of town. 

All images  
© Solange Hando
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trees shed their blossom like 
confetti. 

Meanwhile, farmers sell 
oranges at the roadside and in 
the olive groves, silvery leaves 
rustle in the breeze. Sometimes 
you spot a stork rattling its 
beak on top of a belfry.

Every village is worth a stop: 
Caldas de Monchique and its 
hot spring hidden in a wooded 
glen; Querença, famous for its 
chorizo festival, and Estói, with 
its Rococo palace. 

But our favourite was Alte, 
with its water mill and moun-
tain stream, flower-draped 
patios, colourful lanes and 
dainty chimney pots.

On the Spanish border, Vila 
Real, rebuilt in the 18th cen-
tury, has a beautifully-paved 
square, while on the banks of 
Rio Gilão, Tavira boasts more 
churches than you could visit 
in a week. 

We enjoyed Silves, the former 
capital of the Algarve, where 
jacarandas were in full bloom 
and the old Moorish castle 
glowed fiery red above town, 
and Loulé, best known for its 
winter carnival, handicrafts 
– lace, copper, pottery and 
more – and its vibrant farmers’ 
market, perfect for a self-cater-
ing holiday.  

Traditional cuisine
SO WHAT’S cooking? Seafood 
and solid country fare. Top of 
the list are cockles, with garlic 
and coriander, steamed in a 
cataplana – a lidded copper 
wok – closely followed by tuna 
steak, grilled sardines and 
fisherman’s stew. 

Country dishes range from 
spicy chicken and beef kebabs 
to braised kid and game. Fol-
low with mountain cheese and 
the super-sweet desserts once 
prized by the Moors – deep-
fried pastries, marzipan fruit, 
almond and honey cake, or the 
ubiquitous rice pudding.

And the wine? It’s worth 
seeking out local labels, includ-
ing the celebrated Vida Nova, 
produced by Cliff Richard’s 
vineyards. 

Some wineries, such as 
Monta de Casteleja, offer wine 
tours and tasting sessions – but 
no-one will mind if, at the end 
of your holiday, you toast the 
award-winning Algarve with a 
glass of Port from up north. 

Above, a couple of cyclists take a break on the promenade at Vila Real. Below, the fresh food available at local markets 
is ideal for those self-catering in a villa – but if you don’t feel like cooking, there are lots of dining out opportunities, such 
as this al fresco location in Lagos.
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•  Best beach & country locations

•  Villa holidays tailored to suit your requirements

•  Long-established company with in-depth local knowledge

•  Financial protection as standard

•  Customer service award winner

•  Accommodation regularly inspected

•  Prices from just £300

Make Finishing Touch Holidays your
number one choice for your villa holiday

W W W. F I N I S H I N G T O U C H . C O . U K

The Algarve

LANZAROTE · FUERTEVENTURA · MAJORCA · MENORCA · IBIZA

Tel 0845 470 4770
or +44 (0)1243 373500

enquiries@finishingtouch.co.ukCall Keith Burnell, Specialist for Villas - worldwide
01225 - 975937
email: keith@gomediapublishing.com
www.govillasandcottages.co.uk

Do YOU want to boost 
YOUR holiday bookings?

We are happy to help -
Our World is 

your Holiday

H O U S E S  ·  A PA RT M E N T S  ·  V I L L A S  ·  W O R L D W I D E

Blue Insurance offering exciting Travel 
Insurance solutions in partnership with Go Holiday

www.govillasandcottages.co.uk

Beach landscape at Lagos, Algarve



Jeep safari 
HOLD ON tight! The ride might be bumpy, 
but the rare birds, flowers and sheer 
beauty of this rugged wilderness, north of 
Paphos, more than makes up for minor 
discomfort. 

Theo, our driver and guide, negotiated 
the narrowest of ledges with ease as we 
sped over the vast terrain in pursuit of 
Loggerhead turtles, eagles, falcons and 400 
species of wild flowers. 

Our first stop was Lara Bay, where we 
looked down on the shimmering white 
sands, where green and Loggerhead turtles 
return each summer to lay their eggs. 

Cages are placed around the eggs (typi-
cally 100 in a clutch) and conservationists 
escort the hatchlings to the sea. 

Heading inland, we came to the Avagas 
Gorge, with its sharp-cut 98ft limestone 
walls.  We negotiated the narrow gorge on 
foot in the company of wild goats and to a 
cacophony of cicadas and bird song.

After a typical Cypriot lunch, we cooled 
off in the clear waters of the Fontana 
Amorosa – that should need no translation 
– where Aphrodite brought her  lovers.

Close by was the Blue Lagoon, anoth-
er beauty spot, where we returned the 
following day in a small motor boat we had 
hired in Latchi. You can pick up boat tours 
there, too.

Walk the Kalidonia Trail 
THE TWO-MILE Kalidonia trail in the 
Troodos Mountains is a great scenic intro-
duction to the island’s 97 walking trails.

Starting our descent near the President’s 
palace in Platres, the pathway began to 
criss-cross the snaking Kyros Potamos riv-
er, requiring great vigilance, patience and 
balance to navigate the stepping stones 
and avoid getting wet.

We clambered over branches and 
granite rocks with caution, while exuber-
ant children hopped over them as if they 
were pebbles in the sand. Bird song and 

Beyond the beaches
What can you do in  
Cyprus when you just 
can’t take another day of 
baking by the sea or 
wallowing in the pool? 
That’s what we asked 
Kathryn Liston. 
Try these, she said

‘After a typical Cypriot lunch, we cooled off in the clear 
waters of the Fontana Amorosa – that should need no 
translation – where Aphrodite brought her lovers’

fast-flowing water were music to our ears; 
the clean air was energising and perfumed 
by the sweet smell of the strawberry trees, 
their ultra-smooth branches sensual to the 
touch. Flowers peered from small hid-
ey-holes in rocky crevices.

Rounding yet another bend, the Kalido-
nia Falls took us by surprise – the cascade 
of water thundering down the rockface 
shattering the peace and quiet.

We made our way through almond trees 
with pink and white blossom to lunch at 
the trout farm at Panos Platres. 

Sitting on the terrace with a glass of 
chilled white wine was a welcome finale. 

Time travel 
WITH 11 sites on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list, some dating from 8000 BC, 

it’s difficult to know where to start. The Pa-
phos area is a gateway back through time. 

The Archaeological Park on the harbour 
front at Kato Paphos houses wonderfully 
preserved 2nd-4th century mosaic floors 
in the Roman villas of Dionysus, Theseus, 
Orpheus and Aion.

They depict mythological gods and 
scenes such as the Birth of Achilles, The-
seus killing the Minotaur and Dionysos, 
the god of wine.

A five-minute walk from here, you 
come to the medieval fort at the tip of the 
harbour and stop for a cold frappe at a sea-
front café overlooking the fishing boats.

Built in the Byzantine period, the fort 
has had reincarnations as a Roman castle 
and British salt warehouse. There’s not a 
lot to see inside, but the €1.70 entrance fee 
is worth it for the views from the top.

One of my favourites is the 4th century 
Tombs of the Kings, a mile or so north of 
Paphos. Here, you can walk down into 
burial chambers carved out of solid rock, 
some of which feature Doric columns and 
frescoed walls. 

Another is Kouklia (1200 BC), ten miles 
from Paphos in ancient Palaepaphos 
(Old Paphos), where the fertility goddess 
Aphrodite was worshipped. 

Here, you can walk around the ruins of 
the ancient fortifications of Palaia Pafos 
and the Temple of Aphrodite. 

The 2nd century Greco-Roman amphi-
theatre of Kourion is equally impressive. 
Test the acoustics and listen to your echo 
reverberating around the stone seats. 

The ruins of ancient Greek temples 
and fine mosaics in the House of Achilles 
complete the archaeological feast.

Days of wine and roses 
FOLLOW your nose to Agros in the Pitsillia 
region, where the fragrance of Damask 
roses fills the air. 

Go during the Rose Festival in mid-May, 
when workshops and demonstrations are 
in full swing, and join in the early-morning 
picking before the sun evaporates the oil 
from the petals.

Visit Nicodemos Tsolakis’ rosewater 
workshop, where he distils the petals to 
make rosewater products: perfumes, can-
dles, moisturisers and facial cleansers.

The air is even sweeter at Niki’s work-
shop, where you can watch her make tradi-
tional Cypriot jams and sweets such as 
soutjouko, a necklace of almonds dipped 
in hot grape juice and hung out to dry. It’s 
delicious.

At the pastelli (carob) museum in 
Anogyra, you can learn about the impor-
tance of this ‘liquid gold’ to the island, and 
watch in amazement as the owner, Andri, 
stretches the gooey substance to 20 times 
its original size.

For wine lovers, there are the six self-
drive routes around wineries. 

I visited the 150-year-old Zenon winery 
near Omodhos in the Troodos foothills. It 
has old wine presses, and has produced an 
excellent Grandmother Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, bursting with blackberry fruitiness.

Money from the European Union helped 
the development of routes like these, 
regenerating villages and traditional busi-
nesses and encouraging tourists to get out 
of the main resorts and discover authentic 
villages. Give it a go!

n Walking routes and maps and copies of the 
Authentic Cyprus driving routes and Cyprus 
Wine Routes booklets are available from the 
Cyprus Tourism Organisation (0207 569 
8800). The wine routes can also be  
downloaded at www.visitcyprus.com

Cyprus is a paradise for the keen walker, with almost 100 trails for you to chose from. 

From top, the Sanctuary of Aphrodite at Kouklia; a warm welcome awaits at the Zenon Winery, and the 
natural beauty of Akamas National Park.
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Tel 0030 24240 29036 
Fax 0030 24240 23057 
E-mail
info@holidayislands.com

Exclusive villas with private

pools, charming cottages

and beach front properties 

on the beautiful  

Greek islands of Skopelos, 

Skiathos and Alonissos. 
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www.boutiquegreece.com
or contact me personally:

elizabeth@boutiquegreece.com

to our unique collection of
hand-picked villas

www.facebook.com/
GreekBoutiqueTravelAgency

Twitter@greekboutique

Welcome
RHODES · SANTORINI · CRETE

ZAKYNTHOS · LEFKADA

6accommodates

Villa Yannis Paleokastritsa, Corfu

Angela Eales Tel 0030 26630 41346 Mobile 0030 69732 77151 Fax 0030 26630 41377  E-mail nemo196@otenet.gr

From £500 per week

Set in the heart of Paleokastritsa the villa, completely
refurbished, has two seafront facing bedrooms, each with en
suite bathrooms – one with bath and the other with
shower. Fully equipped kitchen and dining area.
Lounge with two big sofas, coffee table and plasma TV.
Fully air conditioned with mosquito blinds. 
Spacious verandah with garden furniture and sunbeds.
Garden shower. The villa has a beautiful uninterrupted

view facing north west across the Ionian sea. Walk
straight out into the warm sea from this idyllic location
on the water’s edge of the beautiful bay of Paleokastritsa.
Enjoy breakfast on the shady verandah watching the little
boats go by and the big yachts coming in to rest for the
day! Relax sunbathing on the lawn and steps away you
are in the Ionian sea completely indulging  yourself!!

This pretty seafront villa in an unsurpassable position will guarantee the perfect holiday! 
With access to the private little sandy beach just steps down from the big garden lawn with an outstanding view of the bay.

up to 8
accommodates

Our villas
are beautifully maintained and each has its own private swimming pool.
Villa Hannah and Villa Sophia can accommodate families of up to 8, 

whilst Villa Europa can accommodate 6, all in air-conditioned comfort.
Each villa enjoys stunning surroundings and amazing sea views.

Pano Stalos Villas Chania, Crete

Tel (0044)  07585 895125 E-mail info@panostalosvillas.com

To receive a truly personal service and huge savings 
by booking direct, call, e-mail us or visit our website

www.panostalosvillas.com



SO, WHAT’S the news? 
Any sign of a Greek 

recovery? That might take 
time, but 300 miles from the 
troubled capital, Corfu is as 
enticing as ever, and hoping 
to lure back tourists with 
lower prices and almost 
deserted beaches. 

It’s a great time to visit and 
the savvy Brits know it well, 
snapping up the best holiday 
villas on the greenest and 
second largest island in the 
Ionian Sea.

Fringed with beaches, from 
the dramatic north to the 
southern lowlands, Corfu is 
delightful, a lush sickle-shaped 
island where red-roofed vil-
lages nestle among vineyards 
and olive groves and cypress 
trees point straight up to the 
sky. No wonder the God of the 
Sea brought his sweetheart to 
such a beautiful place. She was 
called Kerkyra, the Greek name 
for Corfu.

Head for the beach
THE NORTH coast is popular, 
and as varied as the island 
itself, with sweeping bays, 
secluded coves – pebbles and 
sand – framed in the east by 
the steep slopes of Mount 

The beaches are empty – and the  
prices are down. Solange Hando goes 
back to Greece . . .

‘There, Corfu is at your feet: lush, rugged, 
festooned in golden beaches’

Corfu calling

Pantokrator. Among the 
favourite spots are the pretty 
coves of Kassiopi, the gently 
shelving beach of Aharavi 
and the resorts of Roda and 
Sidari, flanked by amazing rock 
formations and a creek named 
Canal d’Amour.

The west has some of the 
finest beaches, from San Ste-
fanos to the gorgeous sands of 
Glyfada, the lovely Agios Gordis 
or the idyllic Paleokastritsa, 
where crystal clear waters lap a 

string of crescent bays. 

Much of the west coast is 
rugged, off the beaten track, 
so hiring a car is convenient 
but be prepared for narrow, 
winding roads.

It’s different in the low-lying 
south, with only a few resorts 
dotting vast stretches of golden 
sand. But don’t be fooled: if 

night life is your thing, that’s 
the way to go, down to cosmo-
politan Kavos, almost at the tip 
of the island, where the party 
never ends.

Cool down
FOR MOST of us, there’s more 
to beaches than parties and 
parasols, and during the hol-
iday season, the main resorts 
offer plenty of water sports: 
scuba diving, windsurfing, 
water-skiing, speed boats, jet 
skis, ring boats, bouncy banana 
rides and for the more sedate, 
canoes and pedalos.  

For a family day out, it’s hard 
to beat Aqualand: 15 adventure 
pools, 36 water slides and 
much more. 

The park is open mid-May 
to mid-October, with tickets 
ranging from an afternoon to 
a weekly pass. Children under 
four go free.

But top of my list is a cruise 
along the east coast, including 
a beach barbecue and a chance 
to swim or snorkel in spectac-
ular scenery. Day cruises can 
also take you to Albania or to 
the lovely island of Paxos – the 

ultimate escape – just one hour 
by hydrofoil.

Downtown
BE WARNED: Kerkyra, the 
island’s capital, will have you 
spellbound. First, there’s the 
fortress built by the Venetians, 
a massive citadel jutting out 
to sea and across to mainland 
Greece. 

Then you can stroll along the 

Esplanade, a huge open space 
with a Victorian bandstand and 
an old cricket pitch – yes, they 
play the game here, a legacy of 
British occupation in the early 
19th century  – bordered by 
the magnificent Liston arcade, 
an homage to the Rue de 
Rivoli and another legacy, this 
one from the earlier French 
occupation.  

Cafés and restaurants beck-
on while horse-drawn carriag-

es invite you to relax and enjoy 
the sights. 

You’ll fall in love with Old 
Corfu, a maze of pastel-co-
loured lanes, hidden court-
yards and passageways where 
laundry dries on the balconies 
and church bells chime in 
every corner. 

Tall Venetian façades jostle 
for space among souvenir 
shops and displays of olive 
wood, lace, embroidery, ce-

ramics, semi-precious stones, 
pashmina and bright ‘just look 
at me’ menus, impossible to 
resist, for lunch al fresco.

Glorious food
HUNGRY? Tavern or glitzy 
restaurant, you’re in for a treat. 
Greek salad, cheese in filo 
pastry, spicy meat balls, stuffed 
vine leaves, grilled sardines, 
whitebait, mussels, scorpion 

Want to know more? 
www.justcorfu.co.uk 
www.visitgreece.gr/en/greek_islands/
ionian_islands/corfu

Above, Vlacherna, an iconic monastery on the Kanoni peninsula. Below, a 
quiet taverna in Old Corfu. Right, fishing boats moored up in Kerkyra. Opposite 
page – golden sands at Glyfada (top), and a secluded cove on the island. All 
pictures in this feature © Solange Hando.
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fish, or meze? And how about 
the sweet pastries filled with 
cinnamon and cream, or fresh 
fruit with yogurt and honey?

We loved eating out in 
the shaded lanes or right by 
the sea, but juicy tomatoes, 
melons, aubergines, courgette 
flowers, peas in their shells 
often found their way to the 
villa, straight from the market 
stalls – tasty, quick to prepare 
and surprisingly inexpensive. 

In the land of Dionysos, the 
god of wine, we also did justice 
to the local nectar and even 
sampled the fiery ouzo and 
kumquat liqueur. What more 
could you ask for when cicadas 
sing all around you under a 
starry sky?

What else  
can we do? 
IN AND around town, see the 
Archaeological Museum, the 
excavations of Palaeopolis – the 
ancient city of Kerkyra – and 
just steps away, the Mon Repos 
estate where Prince Philip was 
born. 

Visit Achilleion Palace, fea-
tured in a James Bond film, and 
the iconic Vlacherna monas-
tery floating like magic at the 
end of a causeway.

Down in the south-west, 
explore the man-made lagoon 
of Lake Korission, a wild 
nature reserve sprinkled with 
juniper, sea holly, sand lilies 
and orchids. It’s a magnet for 
migrating birds; you might 
spot a rare glossy ibis or a great 
white egret. 

Away from it all, Korission is 
the perfect place to frolic in the 
dunes or walk for miles along a 
deserted beach.

You don’t have to hike the 
136 miles of the north-south 
trail to appreciate the superb 
landscapes. 

There are easy rambles in 
the countryside among citrus 
orchards and olive groves, and 
steep paths plunging down 
to the sea or winding up the 
hillsides.  

For the intrepid, there’s 
Mount Pantokrator – at almost 
3,000ft,  the island’s highest 
point.

There, Corfu is at your feet: 
lush, rugged, festooned in 
golden beaches, but if the 
climb is a bit too much, don’t 
worry. 

There’s a road to the top. Top to bottom, a traditional way to see Old Corfu; enjoying lunch with a view and the Achilleion Palace.
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Holiday indulgence in Real cyprus

Stunning VillaS in amazing locationS

akamas Villas has designed its luxury villa business
to provide a personal service  that would be

expected in a 5 star Hotel, but with all the added
benefits of flexibility and independence of a luxury

villa accommodation.

telephone martin 
0044 (0) 207-385-2815 or 

0044 (0) 7979-813480

www.akamas-villas.com

The harbour at Kyrenia, Cyprus



ROUNDING the corner 
of a limestone street 

glowing in the evening sun, 
I stare up at the luminous 
dome of St George’s Cathe-
dral rising above a baroque 
palazzo.  

Moments later, I’m sitting 
at one of Al Borgo Caffe’s 
palm-shaded tables in the 
gently sloping Piazza Duomo, 
drinking in the view, along with 
a glass of some excellent local 
Cerasuolo red wine.  

This is the heart of Ragusa 
Ibla – a delightful little town 
with 14 UNESCO World Heri-
tage buildings in under a third 
of a square mile. 

In 1693, an earthquake 
devastated south-east Sicily, 
killing thousands and flatten-
ing towns. The earthquake’s 
legacy is an area of uniquely 
homogeneous World Heritage 
cities in a decorative early 18th 
century style that has come to 
be known as Sicilian Baroque.

In Ragusa, merchants 
decided to abandon the ruined 
city and build afresh higher up 
the hill. Today, Ragusa Supe-
riore – reached up steps or a 
Fascist-era road – has many 
baroque buildings, but it is also 
a modern city. 

Ragusa’s aristocracy wanted 
nothing to do with this nou-
veau project and rebuilt on the 
original site, creating the still 
largely untouched Baroque city 
of Ragusa Ibla. 

I sip my wine and savour 
the accompanying sundried 
tomatoes and Ragusano cheese 
(made from the milk of a local 
rare breed: the Modica cow).  

I look up at the facade of 
St George’s: it is beautifully 
curved, adorned with three 
layers of Corinthian columns 
and topped with a central bell 
tower – a style that has been 
copied across the region.  

The church is enclosed in 
magnificent Baroque ironwork, 
too. It was the work of the 
incomparable – particularly in 
name – Angelo Paradiso. 

Ragusa and its neighbouring 
UNESCO-endorsed cities of 
Scicli, Modica and Noto are 
places to wander and wonder, 
discovering churches, arches,  
gardens and palazzi, often with 
fantastically monstrous stone 
faces propping up their bulging 
“goose breast” balconies 
designed to accommodate the 
bulbous dresses of the day. For 

Stunning Sicily
Juliet Rix discovers the glories of South Eastern Sicily – its  
history, beaches, welcoming people and delicious food
any fans of Montalbano, the 
Italian TV detective series – on 
BBC4 in Britain – the area is 
also dotted with its stunning 
locations. 

There is little real crime in 
the area; this is not Palermo. 
There is no need to cling tense-
ly to your bag. These are small, 
friendly places that welcome 
visitors. 

Increasing numbers of 
historic buildings are being 
renovated and turned into 
self-catering holiday lets and 
‘diffused hotels’, serviced 
apartments with a central 
reception, allowing tourists to 
make themselves at home.      

These are great places for 
self-catering, and for eating 
out.  ‘Low-mileage’ produce 
is a current fad in northern 
Europe; here is it is taken for 
granted. Fresh aubergines, to-
matoes and olives, wild capers, 
fish straight from the sea, local 
cheeses, olive oils and some 
exceptional full-flavoured 
wines all come from within a 
few miles. With ingredients like 
these, it is hard to go wrong. 

After supper in Modica, 
we join the locals on the 
passeggiata (sociable evening 
walk) along the main street, 
Corso Umberto I, which runs 
between the two hills to which 

the town clings. 

Just off the street is one of 
Modica’s unique selling points 
– the wood-panelled, gener-
ations-old family chocolate 
shop, Bonajuto  (159 Corso 

Umberto I; www.bonajuto.
it). Don’t expect Dairy Milk or 
even Lindt: Modica chocolate 
is different. Hand-made using 
a method little changed since 
the 16th century, this grainy, 
high-cocoa sweetmeat is about 
as close as you will get to origi-
nal Aztec chocolate.

The region’s chocolate ice 
cream is particularly tasty, too 
– and it is just one of countless 
flavours, from melon to rose 
to locally grown pistachio and 
even wine. 

Being British, ice cream 
means seaside, so I head 
for Marina di Ragusa just 20 
minutes drive from the city. A 
promenade runs the length of 
a long golden beach that slopes 
gently into the sea. 

Further along the coast, 
Syracuse has a huge amount to 
offer beyond sun and sea. 

Ancient Syracuse was Ath-
ens’ main rival for dominance 
of the Greek world. It was the 
birthplace of Archimedes and, 
to Cicero, ‘the greatest Greek 
city and the most beautiful of 
them all’. 

Its Archaeological Park is 
home to a Greek amphithe-
atre to rival any in the world. 
Greek theatre is still performed 
here (in Italian) every May-
June. I sit on one of the stone 
benches looking down on the 
open stage, trying to imagine 
Aeschylus presenting the pre-
mier of his latest play in 476BC. 

Above and below, Syracuse market offers a welter of locally grown and produced food. Above, the well-preserved Greek  
Amphitheatre is a spectacular reminder of past glories and drama.

Top, a panoramic view of the Baroque city of Ragusa Ibla. Above, the duomo 
keeps watch over the city by night.
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The theatre remained in 
use until the first century AD 
when the Romans – by then 
the rulers of Syracuse – built 
themselves a new one nearby.  
This, too, is well preserved, 
with a central arena flanked 
by tunnels for gladiators and 
beasts. 

Even more exciting is 
Ortygia, which was the heart 
of Ancient Syracuse. It fell into 
dereliction in the 20th century 
but has now risen, phoe-
nix-like, to become a Covent 
Garden-style area of renovated 
historic houses, intimate wine 
bars, designer shops, fresh fish 
restaurants and a daily market.

Less like Covent Garden, it 
has black lava-stone paving, 
views over the natural harbour 
that made the city great and 
surprises around every corner: 
the seventh-century BC Doric 
columns of the Greek Temple 
of Apollo, and on Via dei Mon-
talto,  the 14th century Palazzo 
Montalto, with its recently 
refurbished facade. 

Three very different-shaped 
windows give the facade an 
unusual asymmetry. Each one 
is topped with the symbol of 
a group the wealthy Roman 
Catholic Montaltos considered 
friends: A Star of David, a 
five-circled symbol of atheism, 
and an Orthodox Christian 
cross. 

Noticeable by their absence 
are the Muslims. Sicily had 
a long and confrontational 
relationship with the Ottoman 
Turks, as they vied for control 
of the Mediterranean. 

You only have to attend a 
traditional puppet show here 
(Teatro dei Pupi, 17 via della 
Giudecca) to see what the  
relationship was like. 

How to get there: Flights 
take under three hours from 
the UK to Comiso Airport 
(less than 30 minute drive 
from Ragusa) or Catania 
(about 40 minutes from 
Syracuse).  Ryan Air flies to 
Comiso, and you might find 
seasonal charters. easyJet 
and British Airways fly to 
Catania. 
Self-catering holidays (includ-
ing flights) can be booked 
through Sunvil (sunvil.co.uk/
discover/sicily) from around 
£600pp for a week) and The 
Sicilian Experience (www. 
thesicilianexperience.co.uk) 
from £520).

Clockwise, from top: the Roman amphitheatre in Syracuse; the Temple of Apollo; the Noto Duomo and Palazzi, and a 
striking detail on the Palazzo Beneventano.

Spring evening in Taormina, Sicily



IT TOOK me about 60 seconds to 
fall in love with Croatia. That was in 

June 1993, when I’d been sent to the 
Istria region on a work assignment.  

Now, I have a home in Croatia, speak 
the language (sort of – it’s hellishly tough), 
have some great friends there, and I never 
tire of discovering new places.  

I remember that first night well. I arrived 
at Pula airport late and was driven to my 
hotel. The area was dimly lit; I recall a big 
resort complex that appeared ghost-like in 
the dark... unimpressive. 

Next morning, my heart leapt when I 
gazed down from my balcony to a sapphire 
blue sea. A fisherman waved up at me, and 
the air smelled of pine.  

First impressions were wrong; the love 
affair had begun.

The rest of the world seems to have 
fallen in love with Croatia, too: this little 
country of around 4.5 million people 
welcomed more than ten million visitors 
last year. What attracted them? 

There are many reasons: short flight 
times from the UK; stunning coastline and 
islands; time-warp villages and natural 
beauty with many national parks, and a 
genuinely hospitable nation.  

Croatia joined the European Union 
in July 2013 but for now at least it has 
retained its own currency, the kuna – so 
being outside the Eurozone means that 
holiday cash goes further. 

To the east of Istria is the Kvaerner 
region, where I have my home in Loran. It’s 
a small place, resplendent with grand villas 
built by wealthy Austrians and Italians 
when they ruled this part of Croatia.  

Both Istria and Kvaerner have some of 
Croatia’s best restaurants, from simple 
beach shacks to fine dining spots.

Must-haves are the award-winning olive 
oil and wine from Istria and the succulent 
Kvaerner Bay scampi (like langoustines), 
usually served with pasta or risotto.  

‘Dubrovnik, in the very south of 
Croatia, is not to be missed.’

Four things  
you probably 
didn’t know 
about Croatia

MONGOOSES... on 
the wooded island 
of Mljet near  
Dubrovnik. They 
were brought from 
India in the early 
1900s to rid the 
island of snakes. The 
snakes have gone – 
but the mongooses 
remain welcome 
residents.

PLITVICE LAKES... 16 
continually changing 
cascades and lakes 
in blue and green. 
Surrounded by 
forests and easily 
explored by board-
walks.  

100 DOLPHINS... 
have made their 
home in Kvarner 
Bay. A colony of 
more than 100 
bottle-nose dolphins 
live off the island of 
Losinj, where they 
often swim along-
side excursion boats.

DINOSAURS AND 
ROMANS... on the 
Brijuni islands, the 
preferred home of 
Tito, dictator of the 
former Yugoslavia, 
you can swim in 
Verige Bay above 
Roman ruins and 
see dinosaur foot-
prints.

The bay is home to Croatia’s two largest 
islands, Cress and Kruk.

Cress is a natural beauty, with the wild 
Tramontane forest and seven eco walking 
paths which pass by ancient ruins and 
abandoned villages.  

Rib Island is south of Kruk and one of 

the country’s best kept secrets: in a coun-
try where 90 per cent of bathing spots are 
pebble and rocks, here there are 22 golden 
sand beaches.  

The Dalmatia region, further south, is 
probably the country’s best known; home 
to the city of Split, where the palace of Ro-

My Croatia

Julia Mora fell in love 
with this tiny country’s 
big attractions. She 
thinks you will, too

man Emperor Diocletian still encompasses 
the old town. 

There’s a beautiful, palm tree-lined wa-
terfront – a great place for people-watch-
ing and the ferry hub for the islands.  

With 1,244 islands, the ferry service 
needs to be good – and it is. 

Once a year, I hop over to the island of 
Brac and walk some of the old shepherds’ 
trails that cross the island, rewarding my-
self with a glass or two of the delicious red 
Plavac Mali wine at the end of the day.  

The next island south is Hvar, well 
known for attracting the jet-set and 
glitterati.  

Here, you’ll pay a little more for every-
thing – but once you’ve seen the sights of 
Hvar Town, head to the interior, where in 
June you can sometimes join in the purple 
haze of the lavender harvest...

Dubrovnik, in the very south of Croatia, 
is not to be missed. Every time I visit, I 
walk the amazing ramparts, 1.2 miles long, 
that have protected the city from earth-
quakes and attacks. 

The view across the rooftops is breath-
taking. Rector’s Palace, Sponza Palace, the 
cathedral and endless monuments are 
must-sees, but this is no museum city... it’s 
a vibrant place where people live, gossip 
and love.  

Badly damaged during the fighting of 
1991-1994 but now perfectly restored, 
Croatia’s queen is smiling broadly again.

Whether you visit Croatia for one of the 
cleanest seas in the world, the cultural 
heritage, great water sports or fabulous 
seafood, I guarantee you’ll return – every-
one does!

Above, Queen of Croatia – the stunning port of Dubrovnik. Top, the clear seas of the Kalifront peninsula.

Above, the island of Korcula. Below, Croatia has miles of beautiful 
beaches – mostly pebble and rock, although there are a few 
sandy ones on Rib Island. They’re probably one of the country’s 
best-kept tourist secrets.

60 61



Croatia & France

62

A stunning and very spacious stone-built villa with a 
magnificent circular pool in the style of a Roman colonnaded
arena. Private hilltop location with a wonderful panoramic
view. Dining and sun terraces. Stone barbecue and poolside
summer kitchen for al fresco dining. Poolside shaded lounge.

6 bedrooms, 4 bath/shower rooms. 4 WCs. Central heating
for winter – if ever needed! 

One mile from the charming mediaeval towns of Beaucaire
and Tarascon. Situated between beautiful Avignon, St Remy
de Provence, Arles, Nimes and the Pont du Gard. Enjoy all

that Provence, the Languedoc, the Camargue and the
Mediterranean have to offer.

As perfect for 2 as it is for 12 and with substantial discounts
for smaller groups (see website).

Tony Cremer-Price·Tel 07836 291791· Fax 08712 640579
Email tony@villaromantique.co.uk

...and now for something completely different and very special...

Villa Romantique
Western (Roman) Provence

www.villaromantique.co.uk

From £950 pw - £3,950 pw depending on
season & number of occupants

6-8
accommodates

Villa Olivia (Istria) Vižinada, nr Poreč

Contact James Waddell Tel 07711 339913
E-mail waddelljb@btinternet.com  Website www.villaolivia.eu

in a beautiful rural location
with sea and vineyard views.

Close to the famous wine-producing hamlet of Bajkini, 300m above sea level, Villa Olivia
offers you the privacy, space and comfort to enjoy a relaxing holiday in Istria. 
Furnished to a high standard with 3 double bedrooms, each with an en-suite, you will
have a wonderful time. Includes: airconditioning, free Wi-Fi, Welcome Pack, Tourist
Tax, etc. Book now to get the dates you want for 2013 and 2014.

Luxury stone villa 
with large private pool

Price from £ 895 - £ 2,450 per week
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accommodates

Our luxury, 3-bedroom home is situated on the quiet Lindfields
development, close to the popular US 192 with its varied shops
and restaurants. Only 4 miles/8 minutes to Disney and close to
numerous golf courses.

� 3 bedrooms
� 2 bathrooms (one en suite)
� Fully air-conditioned
� Private screened pool 

(heated optional)
� Privacy fencing around pool/

garden
� 70-channel cable TV in all rooms
� VCR/DVD player & stereo in lounge
� PlayStation 2 in children’s bedroom

Fantasia Villa Kissimmee

Contact Martin/Carole Tel 020 8230 5555 Mobile 07846 109050 E-mail fantasiavilla@blueyonder.co.uk  Website www.orlando-villa-disney.com6-8

From £ 300 per week

� Washing machine, drier & ironing
facilities

� All linen/towels provided
� Hairdrier in each bathroom
� Friendly local management

company
� Full maid service
� Pool/beach towels provided
� Free local/international calls
� Free internet access

accommodates

Charnwood Villa Davenport

John Lane Tel 01530 832700 (day) 01530 414270 (eve)  Fax 01530 830701 E-mail John-Lane@btconnect.com  Website www.villa-florida.uk.com10

Low season
Nov-May, excl Xmas, 
New Year, Easter              £500
Mid season
Jun-Oct                               £650
High season
Xmas, New Year, Easter   £750

Charnwood Villa is situated overlooking conservation
wetlands within Grand Reserve, a private, gated
community. It is less than 15 minutes from Disney
World, 25 minutes from Universal Studios and Sea
World, and Greg Norman’s Championship Gate golf
course and complex is only 3 miles away. Highway
192, through which you can access the main attractions
as well as a variety of restaurants, supermarkets and
shops, is only minutes away.

� 5 bedrooms – 2 master suites & 3 twins 
� 3 bathrooms
� Large, fully-equipped kitchen
� Family room complete with cable TV, DVD/CD

player & PlayStation
� Fully air-conditioned throughout
� Screened private heated pool – south facing

for maximum sun 
� Extended pool deck with luxury patio furniture

& gas barbecue
� Cot & highchair on request
� Free internet access
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Prices from £495 per week Discounts for late bookings and long lets

Tel 01582 762279  Mobile 07884 438684  Website www.disneyretreat.co.uk

Calabay Parc is ideally located 10-15 minutes
west of Disney World with easy access to major
routes, shopping, theme parks and golf courses.
Our private villa is extremely well equipped to a
high standard with all the amenities you would

expect for your Florida retreat. It is perfect for 2
families, larger groups or simply those who enjoy
plenty of space. Nearby conservation areas, walking
trails and recreation facilities enhance your holiday
enjoyment in this lovely home from home.

Luxury Villa - Calabay Parc, Orlando Accommodates 2-12

Contact Dave or Suzanne Thomas E-mail suze@disneyretreat.co.uk 

�5 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms
�2 king-size master bedrooms 

(en suite)
�1 queen-size bedroom
�2 twin bedrooms
�Complimentary cot with bedding,

high chair and stair gate
�Fully air-conditioned
� Indoor and outdoor dining

�Large lounge and separate
den/playroom

�Cable TV, DVD, CD hi-fi and
PlayStation 2

�Private screened swimming pool
with child safety fence

�Free telephone calls to UK, Eire,
USA, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and much of Europe

�Laundry room with washer and
drier

�All linen, house and pool towels
provided

�Extended patio area with shady
lanai, ideal for relaxing both in
and out of the sun

and have a prop
er look

around using the virtual

tour on our website
Come in...

Call Keith Burnell, Specialist for Villas - worldwide
01225 - 975937
email: keith@gomediapublishing.com
www.govillasandcottages.co.uk

Do YOU want to boost 
YOUR holiday bookings?

We are happy to help -
Our World is 

your Holiday

H O U S E S  ·  A PA RT M E N T S  ·  V I L L A S  ·  W O R L D W I D E

Historic town of Sibenik, Croatia



IF YOU are one of the 740,000 British 
visitors planning a trip to Orlando, 

take a tip from a local: leave a day or 
two free to see the natural side of this 
amazing state. 

As a Florida transplant from Cornwall, 
I quickly discovered a quieter side to this 
world-famous theme park destination; no 
neon, no queues, and not a roller coaster 
ride in sight. I call it ‘Orlando Unplugged’. 

Just south of the sub-divisions of 
Kissimmee, there is another Florida 
which few visitors even imagine exists. 
Old homesteads look out across lakes and 
cows graze beneath moss-draped oaks. 
Natural springs abound, creating crystal 

There’s much more to 
Orlando than that mouse, 
says Gillian Birch

Want to know more? 
Forever Florida Horseback  
Safari, 4755 N. Kenansville 
Road, St Cloud
www.foreverflorida.com

Kissimmee Swamp Tour
4500 Joe Overstreet Road
Kenansville
kissimmeeswamptours.com

Rides on the wild side

clear rivers and lakes inhabited by tar-
pon, longnose gar, alligators, turtles and 
slow-moving manatees. 

Rich in animal, bird and reptile life, 
there are many ways to enjoy Florida as 
the Native American Indians knew it, and 
they’re just a short drive from your Orlan-
do holiday villa.

Let me share a couple of my favour-
ite days out around Orlando, featuring 
eco-friendly activities ideal for the cooler 
winter and spring seasons. 

These off-the-beaten track activities are 
reasonably priced for families, so give your 
credit card a well-earned rest from those 
theme park extravagances!

Airboat safaris on  
Lake Kissimmee
DRIVE just 30 miles south of Orlando and 
you will reach Lake Kissimmee, one of 
the largest lakes in Florida, with a totally 
undeveloped perimeter. This is a won-
derful place to take an airboat safari, but 
reservations are essential. 

On arrival, park near the old wooden 
homestead overlooking the lake and check 
in. After a quick lesson in how to operate 
the walkie-talkies, you put on headsets 
which allow you to communicate with the 
captain/naturalist above the noisy airboat 
engine. 

Then go  down to the floating dock 
where the airboat will be waiting, and take 
your seat on one of the raised benches 
which accommodate six to eight passen-
gers. The captain sits behind, operating 
the giant air propeller that drives the 
flat-bottomed boat across the lake. 

With a terrific roar, the airboats take off 
across the water, following clear channels 
and occasionally cutting through or over 
the reeds and grasses that cover much of 
the shallow lake. 

Look out for the alligators, their eyes 
and snouts barely discernible above the 
surface. They look just like logs until the 
airboat approaches, then they silently sink 
out of sight, leaving just a ring of ripples 
and a muddy swirl in the water.  

Sometimes you’ll be luckier, as the 
captain manoeuvres the airboat close to 
where a mature alligator is sunning itself 
on a mud bank. Have your camera ready 
to shoot as you drift close enough to see 
the scaly armour and sharp teeth of these 
prehistoric reptiles. 

Reaching speeds of up to 35mph, the 
airboat glides across the lake, swinging this 
way and that, with small frogs jumping out 
of the way on either side. 

Expect to see huge blue herons, small-
er white egrets and other wading birds 
picking their way along the water’s edge, as 
well as turtles, frogs and fish.

 

Horseback riding at  
Forever Florida
DRIVING through the gates of the Crescent 
J Ranch is the start of another Orlando 
eco-adventure, offering a totally different 
pace from airboat rides. 

A horseback safari is a wonderful way to 
explore the real Florida. You will be met by 
the cowboy-like guide who will match you 
up with a suitable mount from the stable 
of well-kept horses. 

Safaris are taken out in small groups to 

explore this 4,700-acre conservation area, 
privately managed by Forever Florida. 

Whether you are a novice or an experi-
enced rider, you will soon begin to relax 
in the comfortable western saddle. Just 
follow the line of horses taking a gentle 
pace along the sandy trails that criss-cross 
the land. 

You’ll see typical low-lying Florida scrub, 
spiky saw palmettos, sabal palms, wild 
flowers and native butterflies. 

The guide will point out some of the 
highlights of the terrain – deer feeders of 
corn to sustain the wildlife through the 
droughts, a bird of prey hovering above, or 
tracks made by raccoons or Florida black 
bears. 

Wild turkeys might rise from their feed-
ing grounds making a screeching racket; 
squirrels leap for the protection of the 
nearest tree trunk, and evidence of wild 
boars foraging for tender roots can be seen 
as you move across this natural wildlife 
estate.  

In the distance, you’ll see the pylons that 

mark the start of the zipline safari where 
other visitors will be enjoying Florida’s 
wildlife from a different perspective – 
sailing through the treetops 60ft above the 
ground on a harness clipped to a zip wire.

The highlight of the horseback safari is 
riding through a pine forest and steering 
the horses into the headwaters of Bull 
Creek. As the shadows lengthen, your two-
hour horseback safari will come to an end 
back at the ranch. 

You can sit in a rocking chair on the 
porch and if you’re lucky, watch a pink 
and orange sunset, marking the end of a 
perfect day in untamed Florida.  

Other great days out discovering un-
plugged Orlando include half-day fishing 
trips, boat tours along the chain of lakes 
at Winter Park, or cycling and rollerblad-
ing along the former railroad of the West 
Orange Trail. 

At the end of your Orlando holiday, 
along with the souvenir T-shirts and 
Mickey Mouse ears, you will have some 
wonderful memories of the other Florida 
to take home. 

n Horse-riding images courtesy of Florida EcoSafaris 
at Forever Florida. Other images courtesy of Visit 
Orlando Tourist Board.

Currently based in Florida, Gillian 
Birch has published several travel 
guides, including Days Out Around 
Orlando, to help visitors get the 
most from the Sunshine State.

A heron pauses on one of Orlando’s many lakes.

An airboat is an exciting – if noisy – way to explore the wilder side of Florida, skimming over the water and reeds in search of alligators and other wildlife.

Riding into Bull Creek is one of the highlights of the Forever Florida horseback safaris.
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Looking for your perfect Holiday Destination? Find it on-line here!
www.govillasandcottages.co.uk

Villa Orlandojoy Orlando/Davenport, Florida
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Contact Estelle Costen Tel 01444 245879  Fax 01444 253448  
E-mail michaelcosten@btinternet.com

Low season £ 665
Mid season £ 686
High season £ 749
Peak season £ 812accommodates

10
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Attraction Tickets Direct are the UK’s number 1 
ticket retailer for Florida attractions, serving over 
3 million happy customers since 2002.

0800 988 3783  attractionticketsdirect.co.uk 

the magic of OrlandoYOUR TICKET TO…

Blue Insurances are delighted to announce that we are now working
with Go Holiday as a preferred supplier offering Travel Insurance and
associated facilities through the Go Holiday website. Blue Insurances
are leading the way with innovation in the Travel Industry offering
tailor made schemes for Travel Agents, Tour Operators, Consortiums,
Brokers and many more. We have won awards every year since inception
for our products and customer service with an in-house call centre
open 7 days a week and are currently in the top 5 Travel Insurance
providers in the UK and the leading provider in Ireland.

Our solution includes competitive rates, comprehensive cover and is
easy to book via our white labelled booking facility. We also offer free
Airline Failure cover and Third Party Supplier Failure cover as part of
our standard Travel Insurance with a full medical screening facility
on the policy and offer a number of exciting add on products such as
travel disruption, cruise connection and flight cancellation cover
together with higher cancellation limits.

Some of the clients we work with in the UK include the Travel
Counsellors, Aer Lingus, Balkan Holidays and The Consort Group of
Northern Ireland.  We would be delighted to help you with your Travel
Insurance needs and are excited to be working with Go Holiday.

Blue Insurance offering exciting Travel Insurance
solutions in partnership with Go Holiday

www.govillasandcottages.co.uk
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